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At a glance
 ■ We are professional aerial drone filming and photography 

specialists
 ■ We are CAA approved to do commercial aerial drone photography 

and film work using remotely piloted aerial systems within the 
UK– We can fly up to 400 feet above ground level

 ■ We can get far closer to the action than a helicopter
 ■ Footage is transmitted real-time back to our ground station for 

monitoring by the pilot/client
 ■ High-quality HD footage or high-resolution imagery
 ■ Quick set up.
 ■ Film and still editing facilities
 ■ Fully insured with £10m public liability cover

Your local Videographer 
and Film Producer

Part of Tom Kelly Group Ltd.
Thomas Kelly Developments Ltd.

Whether you need a corporate video, a promotional video 
or even something fun, we can help. Information on our website 
www.TKLMotionPictures.co.uk, or you can call us on 
0800 699 0656, and we will be more than happy to help. 

TKL Motion Pictures also have complete 
design & video editing capabilities.

See 
outside back 

cover for 
more...
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Thomas and Kelly, in July 2020, founded TKL Motion Pictures. We’re a professional Videography Company based in Loughborough, offering packages for weddings, corporate events, Live streaming, aerial mapping and industrial site surveys. The use of drone aerial footage gives the advantage to gain the extra shots and views needed to create a spectacular video, capturing the most engaging and precious moments on film.We are storytellers at heart and focus on capturing the look and feel of your event or location. From 
charming candid shots to more traditional scenes, we will create a video that stands the test of time.We will work with you from concept 

to final edit, taking on all aspects of production and delivering HD or 
4k as required.

Thomas 
Bennett
My background is in manufacturing; however, I have recently started a new venture with my businesses. 

Videography has and is a passion of mine, so when I purchased my drone, I had to make good use of it. In July 2020, I decided to invest in myself and get official training piloting my drone for commercial use; I am now a fully CAA approved 
drone pilot. 
I knew that there was a gap in the market for this kind of work for weddings, real estate, and corporate and industrial requirements.

The whole process is enjoyable, from the filming to the editing afterwards. I enjoy making films and seeing peoples reactions to the finished product.
Getting the drone footage helps capture the beautiful landscapes and venues, setting the scene and producing a video from every angle. We like to ensure a relaxed atmosphere when filming weddings, especially when 

working up close and personal with cast members or Bridal parties and guests, blending in with the crowd so that every special moment captured without 
it forced or intrusive. Our footage is then edited into a cinematic video set to music, creating the ultimate package and a memorable keepsake to treasure.

Your local Videographer and Film Producer

Part of Tom Kelly Group Ltd.Thomas Kelly Developments Ltd.

Whether you need a corporate video, a promotional video 

or even something fun, we can help. Information on our website 

www.TKLMotionPictures.co.uk, or you can call us on 

0800 699 0656, and we will be more than happy to help. 

See 
pages

2&76
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Michael Hall

ART GALLERY

BY ACCLAIMED INTERNATIONAL ARTIST, JAMES PRESTONPUTTING THE “FINE” BACK INTO FINE ART.

Opening Hours: Sunday, Monday,  Tuesday, closed, by appointment only 

Wednesday and  Thursday 10am till 4pm, Friday and Saturday 10am till 4:30
7 Bridge Street, Belper DE56 1AYTelephone: 01773 827508  Mobile: 07432 524 083 

Email: jill@duffieldartgallery.co.ukwww.duffieldartgallery.co.ukFollow us on  @duffieldart

If you go down to the woods today
Stretching from Shaw lane, Holbrook, down to the iconic “Holly Bush” Inn at Milford , lies a bridle path, known locally 

as “Dark Lane”. Reputedly frequented by Dick Turpin , but in more recent times, 
a favourite route of popular Holbrook artist James Preston.

Inspired by the constantly changing light, and 
the magical surrounding woodland, James has 
captured the four seasons along this ancient 
route in his latest “Dark Lane Collection”.Running throughout July and August at Duffield Art Gallery, Bridge St, Belper, we offer a stunning selection of original 

oil paintings and ltd edition canvas prints. 
Come down and say Hello.

The “Dark Lane” Collection.
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Long Eaton Glass Ltd
Why choose Long 
Eaton Glass?
At Long Eaton Glass Ltd, we 
believe quality of product, 
expert installation and aftercare 
service are all paramount to a 
successful home improvement. 
Whether that be replacement 
Windows, Composite front 
doors, Soffits & Fascia’s, new 
double-glazed units etc. We 
cover all areas of glazing and 
fenestration. 

These are the very 
foundations on which 
we have built our expert 
reputation. With over 30 years 
industry experience, our 
surveyors and installers have 
mastered their trade – which 
is why we are considered 
a premium fenestration 
installer by our previous 
and existing customers. 

Where it all started
Set up by two brothers back 
in 1985, Long Eaton Glass has 
a family ethos that extends 
to all our staff. Several team 
members have been with us 
for 10 years or more, with a 
couple having clocked up 15 
to 20 years. Whilst this speaks 
volumes about how we treat 
our staff, it also reflects the 
personal yet professional 
service we offer our customers.

Specialists in 
innovative glass 
solutions
If you’ve got a problem 
relating to glass, we can solve 
it! Our made to measure and 
precision cutting services 
means we can craft a wide 
range of glazing and glass 

processing products to your 
precise requirements. In the 
case of breakages or other 
damage, our expert team can 
repair your doors, windows 
and other home items to look 
as good as new.

Supporting our local 
economy
Many of our products are 
manufactured, measured 
and cut here on site at our 
workshop. Where possible, we 
source our materials locally 
and use local contractors 
when we need to outsource 
building works for larger 
projects. What’s more, we 
believe in supporting the 
next generation as our 
company grows. So, we’ve 
created our own in-house 
training programme so our 
experienced staff can pass on 
their knowledge to younger 
team members.

11 Broad Street, Long Eaton NG10 1JH

      Tel: 01159 730 725 
Email: sales@longeatonglass.co.uk 
  Web: www.longeatonglassltd.co.uk      

TheDerbeian  |  Summer 2021





6  |  Approved Tiling & Bathrooms

TheDerbeian  |  Summer 2021

With close attention to detail and careful planning, 
a luxury bathroom can be created in any home. 
Whether your tastes are contemporary or 
traditional, luxury bathrooms are all about 
creating a space where you can truly relax 
and unwind at the end of a long stressful day, 
as well as a place where you can get ready with 
ease on those busy weekday mornings.

LUXURY MATERIALS
When designing a 
luxury bathroom that 
meets your every 
requirement, luxurious 
materials are essential. 
It’s definitely worth 
investing in materials 
such marble, limestone 
and travertine and for 
a seamless finish use 
the same materials on the floors and walls.

STYLISH BATHROOM FURNITURE

Storage is an important element of any bathroom design to 
ensure complete functionality. When choosing bathroom 
furniture opt for wood or white gloss finishes that have 
timeless appeal. Rather than fit freestanding furniture, 
choose fitted items for a unified look. If you have a small 
bathroom, wall-mounted furniture provides the best way 
to create the illusion of more floor space.

BATHROOM FITTINGS

When selecting the fittings for a luxury bathroom, 
performance is everything. If you’re lucky enough to 
have plenty of space include a separate bath and shower 
enclosure. For a small bathroom fit a stylish shower over 
the bath, and install a hinged bath screen to create a 
showering space.

For the ideal showering solution opt for a shower system 
that includes a large fixed shower head some of which have 
a waterfall function, providing a refreshing rainfall style 
effect to awaken the senses, as well as a shower handset 
for easier rinsing and cleaning. 

If you have a generous sized bathroom, put all the focus 
on a statement freestanding bath, ideally positioned in the 
centre of the room, so it’s the first thing you notice when 
you walk in. 

Walk in showers and wetroom glass panels are ideal for 
creating a sleek, streamlined bathroom. For a neat, minimal 
finish install a shower tray inset into the floor, or do away 
with the shower tray completely if you’d prefer a wetroom 
style showering area.

Sanitary ware is another key element in luxury bathrooms. 
Wall-hung toilets, where the cistern is concealed in the wall 
behind, maximise floor space and allow for easier cleaning, 
as well as provide a more contemporary look, while close 
coupled toilets with a fully flush to wall design are a 
popular option for achieving a neater finish. For a ‘his and 
hers’ look install two basins side-by-side, this is also a very 
practical solution for easing the morning rush.

Top tips and ideas 
on how to create the 
perfect luxury bathroom

Continued on page 16
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Bathroom f itting tailored to your requirements
For a free quote call, email or message us

44 Blenheim Drive, Allestree, 
Derby DE22 2LB

Location

07732 876848 www.approved-tiling.co.uk

enquiries@approved-tiling.co.uk

Call Web

Email
approvedtiling

LuxuryTiling
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Inn Focus:
The Exeter Arms, 
Derby

The Exeter was already trading when renowned philosopher Herbert Spencer 
who coined the phrase: “Survival of the fittest”, was born around the corner in 
1820. Named after the Cecil family, Marquesses and Earls of Exeter, whose 
Exeter House in Full Street was commandeered by Bonnie Prince Charlie in 
1745, becoming his headquarters when the Scottish army billeted in Derby. 
Had the Great Pretender’s march south not ended at Swarkestone bridge 
the history of our nation, and, indeed, the world could have been profoundly 
different. Exeter House was demolished in 1854 although original panelling in a 
dedicated Bonnie Prince Charlie “Council of War” room in Derby museum is 
a reminder today of that historic turning point. 

The thrice extended inn has 
a leaded range in a fine snug 
amongst a rabbit warren of rooms 
which are redolent of their Regency 
roots. When Winifred Jackson 

retired in 1970 it brought an end to 
a centuries’ old tradition of brewing 
in Derby. Vivacious Barbara 
Gibbons, who had worked earlier 
at the nearby Corporation Hotel, 
greeted customers throughout the 
70s and 80s. At one point the “Ex” 
had the dual distinction of being 
Good Beer Guide and Good Food 
Guide listed simultaneously. The 
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food was of the hearty variety 
rather than Michelin starred fayre, 
and the corner house turned over 
a huge barrelage of Draught Bass 
before a transfer of ownership to 
Marston’s in 1980. 

2011 saw the once thriving pub 
closed but a new era beckoned 
with entrepreneur Martin Roper, 
his partner Denise Sage and 
Rachel Matthews, head honcho 
of Dancing Duck brewery 
collaborating to good effect. 
Quality beer and food amidst an 
ambience few pubs can match 
meant awards came thick and fast. 
In 2013 The Exeter was judged 
Derby CAMRA Pub of the Year 
and it has been the Derby Food 
and Drinks Awards’ Pub of the 
Year winner five times. Latterly, 
Monday evenings were 
enlivened by Pip Southall’s 
Dr Pippens Paradoxical 

Perlustrations quiz, but sadly 
Pip and Barbara Gibbons are 
no longer with us and we 
miss them greatly. The Exeter 
benefitted from Derby County’s 
relocation from the Baseball 
Ground to Pride Park and (pre-
Covid) it was packed before and 
after Rams’ matches.

Derby pubs’ historian, John 
Arguile, has kindly furnished 
The Derbeian with the following 
licensee information: Arthur 
Jackson 1913 to 1917 (died in 
harness); Eliza Jackson 1917 to 
1941; Winifred Jackson 1941 to 
1970; Mary Groome 1970 to 1971; 
Barbara Gibbons 1971 to 1992; 
Ann and Peter Wild 1992 to 2008.

Today, The Exeter has 4,000 
followers on Facebook.

Paul Gibson
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Micro Pubs Impact Massively 
in Allestree and Beyond

Four years have passed since the 
Derbeian last visited Allestree and 
Darley Abbey, and much has changed 
in the interim, mostly positive.

further along Kedleston Road at the 
junction with Broadway, but which was 
bulldozed and replaced by flats.

On the corner of Allestree Lane, stands 
the Markeaton, named the Allestree 
Hotel when built in 1938 and the Derby 
trolley buses used to terminate and 
turnaround here. The Mattinson family 
kept the pub between 1947 and 1974 
when it had multiple rooms radiating 
from a curved bar servery and an 
entirely separate public bar. Today, the 
revamped Markeaton offers something 
for everyone with a wide-ranging menu 
and a range of real ale that retains the 
ale aficionado’s attention. Outside, 
there is a huge grassed area ideal for 
children on summer days so this one’s 
definitely for the entire family.
On Blenheim Drive sits the Woodlands 
which was the last pub built by Offiler’s 
brewery of Derby before its demise 
shortly after England’s World Cup 
win in 1966. A large lounge and a 

Heading away from Derby along 
Kedleston Road, it’s easy to miss the 
inconspicuous Creaky Floorboard 
which has been converted from an 
end of terrace, double fronted private 
house. Upon entering, the beautiful 
floor tiling in the hallway is striking and 
the twin front rooms sees the one on 
the left with bar servery amid some 
interesting artwork. Moving towards 
the back of the pub, in the former 
garage, old advertising surrounds 
the tables, and, outside, maximum 
use is made of a secluded small area 
which has a water feature. Derby 
breweries, Hartshorn and Derby 

Brewing Company vie for attention 
with changing guest beers and this is 
one of the best new pubs I’ve found in 
many a long year.
Leaving the Creaky you can’t miss the 
Jonty Farmer next door which was 
built for Wolverhampton and Dudley 
brewery in 1987. Originally two roomed, 
but now one large L shaped area where 
sports fans can watch their favourite 
football team on TV and partake in pool 
and darts. Reasonably priced food is 
offered and alfresco dining is popular 
in the seating area below road level 
at the front. Hand-pulled beers come 
from the Marston’s 
empire. Incidentally, 
the best-preserved 
Victorian tower brewery 
in Derby is just across 
the road where John 
Stretton ceased brewing 
in 1916 and which 
subsequently turned to 
vinegar brewing before 
becoming integral to 
a care home complex. 
Some will lament the 
passing of Sobers bar 
in the Clovelly Hotel, 
which stood a little 



Summer 2021  |  TheDerbeian

Micro Pubs Impact Massively in Allestree and Beyond  |  11

fairly basic, spacious public bar with 
Sky Sports for the footie fans attract 
a loyal clientele but if you’re visiting 
from Derby frequent buses stop close 
by. Two or three real ales include 
Marston’s Pedigree, and keenly priced 
food is naturally popular. South facing 
outdoor seating makes for a pleasant 
experience in the sunshine.

Just down Blenheim Drive in the 
shadow of the Woodlands Evangelical 
Church is the micro pub No. 189. 
Entrepreneurial Matt Willers runs the 
stylishly modern former beauty salon 
which should be trading again by 
the time The Derbeian is published, 
which will be welcomed by discerning 
drinkers from Allestree and beyond. 
Half a dozen hand-pulled beers vie 
for attention from the likes of Blue 
Monkey, Shiny and Dancing Duck 
which compete with other interesting 
beers from further afield. In 2020, Matt 
bought Littleover brewery which was 
a bold move and one which should 
reap dividends, notwithstanding further 
lockdowns. Expect to see at least one 
Littleover beer on the bar, and there’s 
some exterior seating at the front for 
fair weather drinking. 189 is deservedly 

CAMRA (Campaign for 
Real Ale) Good Beer 
Guide listed.
In old Allestree village 
next to St Edmund’s 
parish church is the 
ancient Red Cow 
which, remarkably, 
between 1753 and 
1850 had two licensees 
only, John Cook and 
William Buxton. Offiler’s 
acquired the pub in 
1921 and there’s a great 
photograph of it sporting 
the brewery’s livery in 
the hallway at the back. 

Draught Bass and a house beer from 
Derby Brewing Company together with 
a good food offering ensure plentiful 
patronage in the two roomed interior. 
There’s a lovely garden at the back 
and during lockdown the Red Cow 
innovated by serving Sunday roasts 
to take away. In the early 1970s, when 

the Rams were the 
best team in the land, 
it wasn’t uncommon 
to see the likes of Roy 
McFarland socialising 
here.
Finally, in Allestree, we 
seek out the Pot Hole 
named after the former 
subterranean bar of 
the Park Farm pub 
(now a gym), part of the 
purpose-built shopping 
centre serving Allestree 
and constructed 
in the 1960s. The 

aforementioned Littleover brewery 
initially converted the dry-cleaning 
premises a few years ago and one 
of the brewery’s partners ran it with 
his wife. Now, however, Jim Hallows 
and Steph Briggs who run the classic 
Victorian boozer, the Falstaff in 
Normanton, are leaseholders and 
Falstaff’s own brewed beers feature 
alongside changing guest beers. 
A simply furnished main bar has 
a tiny snug with sofa further back, 
and outside, underneath a balcony 
is seating for alfresco imbibing. 
Clearly, the 
addition of micro 
pubs has worked 
wonders for 
Allestree’s real 
ale scene as 
compared to, say, 
50 years ago 
when Draught 
Bass was the 
staple here with 
little else worth 
drinking.
In neighbouring 
Darley Abbey 

village, The Abbey still awaits new 
tenants, while the Papermill (ex – 
Royal British Legion) opposite is due 
to reopen on 1st August. When the 
Papermill opens, you won’t, I’m afraid, 
be able to sample the wares of the 
village’s brewery, Derventio, which 
went under earlier this year. Up on 
Duffield Road is The Broadway which 
has an interesting history, starting 
life as a Darley Abbey mill manager’s 
dwelling. Penny Long Lane ran from 
Kedleston Road to Duffield Road but 
the completion of the Arterial Road in 
the 1930s necessitated the demolition 
of an adjoining property to complete 
Broadway, and the eponymous pub 
opened in 1937. Custom from the then 
new Duffield Road ribbon development 
would have been a natural catchment 
area and the busy A6 has ensured the 
pub’s viability over the years. During 
Norman and Brenda Graves’ tenure 
(1971 to 1988) The Broadway was in the 
first tranche of Derby pubs to introduce 
the legendary and much lamented Ind 
Coope Draught Burton Ale. Back then 
the roadside house had an off-sales 
sandwiched between bar and lounge. 
The tripartite layout was swept away 
and today Ember Inns, who also run 
the Markeaton, offer a house beer 
with changing guests accompanied 
with an inviting culinary offer.

That completes our north Derby 
perambulation and with summer 
beckoning there’s no reason not to 
enjoy a drink or two outside.
Paul Gibson
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The Wire Works, Matlock Road, 
Ambergate, Derbyshire, DE56 2HE

01773 856918
www.whitepeakdistillery.co.uk

@whitepeakdistillery

@whitepeakdistillery

@whitepeakwhisky

White Peak distillery is founded 
on a vision to create unique, 
authentic craft spirits with a 
focus on flavour and provenance. 
Our unique location in a World 
Heritage site, renowned for 
innovation, engineering and 
making things the proper way, 
has inspired the creation of 
our Distillery and our approach 
to making spirits, including the 
regions first single malt whisky. 
A tour around the Distillery is a 
great way to get behind the scenes and 
experience the craft of distilling.

“Distilling whisky requires patience, attention 
to detail and consistency, with a minimum 
three-year maturation for our single malt 
spirit, getting it right up front is critical.”

The Distillery sits on the banks of the River 
Derwent in the former Johnson & Nephew Wire 
Works on the edge of the Shining Cliff Woods. 
Everything we do honours the DNA of this 
location, it’s heritage and its people.

During a visit you’ll experience the unique 
atmosphere, heat and smells of a working 
distillery. Our distillers will guide you 
through the still house and our whisky-making 
process and into the cask storage areas, 
and you’ll meet ‘Betty’ our 700-litre 
Still used to make our award-winning Shining 
Cliff gin and Derbyshire rum. You’ll then 
have the opportunity to sample our range 
of craft spirits, with a chance to speak 
with the Makers.

For more information about visiting 
us at the Distillery and to book 
a tour please see our website 
for details.

SHOP | TASTING ROOM | TOURS | WHISKY | RUM | GIN | PRIVATE EVENTS | HERITAGE LOCATION



ART GALLERY

BY ACCLAIMED INTERNATIONAL ARTIST, 
JAMES PRESTON

PUTTING THE “FINE” BACK INTO FINE ART.

Opening Hours: Sunday, Monday,  Tuesday, closed, by appointment only 
Wednesday and  Thursday 10am till 4pm, Friday and Saturday 10am till 4:30

7 Bridge Street, Belper DE56 1AY

Telephone: 01773 827508  Mobile: 07432 524 083 
Email: jill@duffieldartgallery.co.uk

www.duffieldartgallery.co.uk
Follow us on  @duffieldart

If you go down to the 
woods today
Stretching from Shaw lane, Holbrook, 
down to the iconic “Holly Bush” Inn at 
Milford , lies a bridle path, known locally 
as “Dark Lane”. Reputedly frequented 
by Dick Turpin , but in more recent times, 
a favourite route of popular Holbrook 
artist James Preston.

Inspired by the constantly changing light, and 
the magical surrounding woodland, James has 
captured the four seasons along this ancient 
route in his latest “Dark Lane Collection”.

Running throughout July and August at 
Duffield Art Gallery, Bridge St, Belper, 
we offer a stunning selection of original 
oil paintings and ltd edition canvas prints. 
Come down and say Hello.

The “Dark Lane” Collection.
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A.S. Therapies 
Tel: 07799 515227 
Email: healthwithandrew@gmail.com

www.AStherapies.com

As well as 
maintaining your 
general well being 
using my skills in 
Sports Massage, 
Holistic Massage, 
Hot Stones Massage, 
Reflexology 
and Hot stones 
Reflexology  below 
are just some of 
the common 
ailments I treat on 
a regular basis. 

 ■ Upper back pain
 ■ Golfers elbow
 ■ Wrist pain
 ■ Knee pain
 ■ Tendonitis
 ■ Quads
 ■ Mental health
 ■ Jogger’s knee
 ■ Lower back pain
 ■ Tennis elbow
 ■ Neck pain
 ■ Plantar fascitis
 ■ Lower limbs
 ■ Sleeping issues
 ■ Tension and stress
 ■ Frozen shoulder
 ■ Stiffness
 ■ Sciatica
 ■ RSI injuries
 ■ Rotator cuff
 ■ Hip pain
 ■ Hamstrings
 ■ Lack of energy
 ■ Bad posture

Andrew 
Stevenson
Sports and 
Holistic Massage 
and Reflexology 
Practitioner 
I started my working life 
in the armed forces and 
I have spent many years 
participating in a wide 
range of sports at high 
levels both locally, nationally 
and internationally.

My body was always in good 
condition and everyone called 
me “Peter Pan” as I was always 
up for a new challenge. As 
my age increased so did 
the injuries, the severity 
and recovery times. It was 
recommended that I try 
Reflexology and Massage to 
be honest. I was very sceptical 
to point where I said “if 
jabbing things in your feet 
makes you better I will just 
walk around outside on the 
gravel with no shoes on”

My life changed in my 30’s 
when I had a particularly bad 
back injury and was given a 
choice to give up sport or give 
up walking. Having  young 
children at the time I can still 
remember my wife’s words” 
I can’t push the children 
around in the pushchair and 
you in a wheelchair so no 
more sport”

At that point I thought my life 
was over and the world was 
going to end.

So I tried both Reflexology and 
going for a massage. I found 
the benefits of having them 
were astonishing not only to 
my physical wellbeing but also 
my mental wellbeing. Some 
people  will remember the 
old advert at Christmas for 
shavers. “I was so impressed 
I bought the company”. 
Well this was me so in 2005 
I qualified as a Reflexologist 
and Massage therapist 
through the AoR (Association 
of Reflexologists) and started 
working with clients and local 
sports teams and professional 
athletes and started on my 
journey of helping others.
Gaining more qualifications 
on the way.

Since qualifying as a therapist 
and being treated by my 
fellow therapists I have spent 
my time supporting local 
football  teams only recently 
retiring . I have continued to 
play sports to this day..

Remember the body is 
just like any other piece of 
machinery and if it is not 
properly maintained then it 
will fail.



Gibson Art  |  15

Summer 2021  |  TheDerbeian



16  |  Approved Tiling & Bathrooms

TheDerbeian  |  Summer 2021

HEATING & LIGHTING
Underfloor heating keeps the bathroom at a comfortable 
temperature, and it’ll make a tiled floor feel warm 
underfoot. You may also want to install a heated towel 
rail in addition to the underfloor heating so you have 
somewhere to keep towels warm and dry.

The lighting needs to be planned thoroughly too, and it should 
be versatile. Dimmer switches allow you to alter the ambiance 
of the bathroom, for an indulgent bath in the evening after 
work dim the lights low for a feeling of calm and relaxation. 

Illuminated mirrored cabinets and mirrors create task lighting 
for when you’re applying make-up or shaving. Lighting can 
also be used to highlight certain features in the bathroom, for 
example lights could be fitted into the floor around the bath 
or underneath a vanity unit to create a stunning focal point.
Even details such as soft close options on toilet seats, 
drawers and cabinet doors make every task in the 
bathroom as easy as it can be.
Incorporating technology into the bathroom is becoming 
more and more popular. Waterproof TV’s ensure that 
you don’t miss a minute of your favourite soaps, while 
mirrors now feature demist pads, shaver sockets, LED 
lighting, sensor operated controls and even Bluetooth and 
concealed speakers so you can listen to your favourite 
music or catch up with the latest news.

IT’S ALL IN THE DETAIL
To maximise the levels of comfort and well-being in your 
luxury bathroom, you’ll need to consider the design of the 
space right down to the smallest of detail.

Approved Tiling & Bathrooms are experienced and 
accomplished bathroom fitters, able to provide professional 
assistance to help you create your dream design.

Contact us for a free quote on 07732 876848 
or visit www.approved-tiling.co.uk

Top tips and ideas on how to create 
the perfect luxury bathroom

What our customers say about us

Continued from page 6

We are delighted with 
Karl & George’s work. 
Karl has been a pleasure 
to deal with throughout 
our project. He has been 
super helpful from the 
offset and helped me 
choose everything from 
tiles to bathroom taps, 
fittings etc. His attention 
to detail is outstanding.  
We’ve already booked 
him in for two other 
projects.
K. Rees, Duffield

Karl & George totally transformed 
my kitchen and hallway. Their 
attention to detail is amazing and 
workmanship second to none. 
Would highly recommend them and 
will definitely be using them again.
D. Hampton, Clay Cross

Karl’s workmanship, is to a very high standard. His 
attention to detail, cleanliness, being trustworthy 
and timekeeping has been consistent throughout his 
time whilst working in our home. We have been very 
impressed with his knowledge and experience. I have 
recommended him to my friends and have asked him 
to carry out further work for us later this year. 
Many thanks Karl.
H. Fuller, Allestree

Karl was thoughtful, attentive and did a 
fantastic job. I would recommend him 100%.
R. Hatton, Allestree

Excellent workmanship 
and first class result. I have 
already recommended Karl 
to family and friends.
T. Habgood, Allestree
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Please contact 
Paul Michel Finance 
to discuss any 
of our solutions:
www.pmichelfinance.com 
info@pmichelfinance.com 
Tel: 01509 648144 
Mob: 07863 753 111

Specialising in Commercial  
and Property Finance

 � 0116 4736944
 �  

 

In partnership with

Attention all businesses:
Spring back to action 
with Short-term 
Funding.

Among business owners I’ve noted an 
increased optimism about the year ahead. 
At the time of writing, our COVID vaccination 
program is running well, we’re seeing 
decreasing infections, and business owners are 
preparing for a clear run at the months ahead. 
Not all have taken advantage of Government-
backed loans, but nonetheless many of these 
will be in need of funding.
Government-backed lenders have supplied 
billions of pounds to move through the past year. 
As these schemes come to an end, so too will 
the guaranteed low borrowing costs. No matter 
the performance of companies over the past 
few years, all will find money more expensive 
for traditional business loans. Shorter-term 
finance plays a useful role in such a climate.

I’ve been pleased over the past year to have 
supported a number of companies weather 
the storm. The flexibility offered by short-term 
financiers can help create nimble businesses, 
not locked in to whole-of-book factoring or 
long-term contracts or loans. Decisions are 
quickly granted, and money is directly available 
upon completion of paperwork.

Effectively selling invoices to financiers such 
as Fifo Capital, businesses can receive early 
payment for services rendered, anywhere 
from 30 to 90 days depending on their clients’ 
payment schedule. Upon settlement of the 
invoice, the financier forwards the remaining 
money less costs. This allows opportunities 
to meet expenses earlier, to forge favourable 
terms with suppliers, or to embark more quickly 
on other ventures.

Paul Michel Finance is an Invoice Finance 
specialist, but also offers short-term loans and 
trade finance. We can also help arrange other 
funding structures through our partnership 
with other specialist brokers.

Hi, I’m Paula from ‘Alterations by Paula J 
Fordi’. I am a professional seamstress, offering 
a complete range of clothing repair and 
alteration services and specialising in wedding, 
bridesmaids, evening and prom dresses.
I worked for many years as a manager of a 
fabric store in the US and was even featured 
on TV doing a bridal veil tutorial! I also worked 
with an interior designer, making 12ft curtains 
and pelmets for famous basketball players and 
an 18ft spider that hung over the dance floor 
at a Halloween party! From the sublime to the 
ridiculous, I’ve done it all.

Whilst in America I married and had two 
children, moving back to England fifteen years 
ago. Since, I’ve worked from home doing repairs 
and alterations, worked for a tailoress and a 
lingerie designer, and gained a textiles teaching 
qualification. In 2019

I opened my alterations shop above Fortey’s 
coffee shop in Melbourne, Derby and started an 
online Etsy shop to sell my creations.

Please feel free to contact me on any of my 
platforms or pop in to the shop. My hours are:

Wednesday-Friday: 9am-5pm  
Saturday: 9am-1pm

paulassnazzysews

alterationsbypaulajfordi

Email: paulajfordi@gmail.com
Mobile: 07307 188605

Shop Address: 
33 Market Place, Melbourne, DE73 8DS
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You may think that making a Will is 
a no brainer and you would be right. 
Not only is it a vital part of planning 
for the future of your loved ones, it 
is your opportunity to ensure that 
your estate is split fairly and in line 
with your wishes. 

On that basis, surely 
everyone leaves a 
Will after they pass 
away? 
You would think so, but recent 
research has found that 23% 
of people die without a Will; 
71% of solicitors said that at 
least half of their clients died 
without putting their affairs 
in order; and 95% of probate 
professionals rely either 
entirely or somewhat on 
information from their clients 
to verify assets and liabilities.

Ultimately, there are many 
reasons an individual’s 
affairs may not be in order 
– an unforeseen change in 
personal circumstances, a 
sudden and unexpected 
death early in life or simply 
not knowing where to start.

While these are legitimate, 
there are real life 
consequences to not having 
a Will. One increasingly 

common instance where 
this occurs is with cohabiting 
couples. In the past few 
months, our Wills and Probate 
team have been dealing with 
one such instance where an 
individual who was cohabiting 
with his girlfriend suddenly 
passed away without a Will in 
place.

The couple have one son 
together and the deceased’s 
girlfriend has a daughter from 
a previous relationship. The 
deceased took care of all of 
the family finances and the 
family home was in his sole 
name. As the couple were 
not married the girlfriend 
is not eligible for the same 
spousal entitlements available 
to married couples. As a 
consequence, she will not 
inherit anything under the 
provisions of the Intestacy 
Rules. By law, the sole 
beneficiary of the estate is in 
fact the deceased’s son who is 
a minor (under 18).

Instead, the deceased’s 
girlfriend and her daughter 
will be required to make 
a claim for provision and 
maintenance from the 
estate under the Inheritance 
(Provision for Family and 
Dependants) Act 1975. As the 
deceased’s son is a minor 
he does not have the legal 
capacity to agree to a variation 
of the estate to include them, 
and instead the approval of 
the Court is needed before 
any arrangements can be 
crystallised.

To ensure that each party 
has their needs properly 
protected it is necessary for 
them all to have separate 
legal representation. This 
avoids a conflict of interest 
arising, however, it does 
mean three separate sets 
of Solicitor’s fees will be 
incurred.

In this instance, we are 
hopeful that the case will be 
resolved amicably and that 
there will be no disputes over 
the estate but that will not 
always be the case.

In short, please make a Will. 
If it seems like a hassle or an 
irrelevance to you, do it for 
your family. It’s impossible to 
tell what is around the corner 
and while it’s natural to think 
we are invincible, the reality is 
that we are not.

Make a Will, you don’t know 
what is around the corner.

18  |  Else Solicitors
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MEET THE TEAM
TESTIMONIALS

Kathryn 
Caple
Kathryn specialises in 
and heads up Wills and 
Probate. Kathryn has 
been working as a private 
client solicitor since 
qualification and is also 
a member of the Society 

for Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP).

She is an active member of the Etwall & 
Hilton Rotary Club and is a keen viola player, 
having performed with the Nottingham 
Symphony Orchestra. She enjoys reading 
and is a board game enthusiast when her 
children give her time!

Tel: 01283 526230 
Email: Kathryn.caple@elselaw.co.uk

“ I have used Kathryn Caple at 
Else Solicitors for my Estate 
Planning requirements and 
would highly recommend 
her services. She was 
extremely patient with me 
and dealt with my rather 
complex needs. I found 
her to be knowledgeable, 
courteous and professional. 
I am very reassured that she 
has put in place all that is 
required. ’’

Susie Owen, Curious Guys

“ I was really 
impressed 
that Kathryn 
came to see 
us at home to 
discuss our Wills 
and also at the 
signing stage. 
Everything 
was clearly 
explained. 
Thank you. ’’

Isabel Wilson

“ Else Solicitors Wills department dealt with my 
wife and my Will in a sensitive manner which 
left both my wife and I feeling relieved that at 
the end of our lives all our intended plans will be 
carried out. We could have brought one of those 
do-it-yourself Will kits but we would always 
have worried would it be found and would it be 
written properly. With Else Solicitors we have 
complete peace of mind and would definitely 
recommend them to anyone else. ’’

Peter and Jane Hodson

Else Solicitors is a full service 
commercial law firm. 
As a full service commercial law firm 
we have expertise in a wide range of 
corporate services, including: Legal 
Business Support, Dispute Resolution, 
Debt Recovery, Commercial Property, HR 
Advice, Insolvency & Business Recovery, 
Intellectual Property, and Specialist 
Services such as Construction

& Engineering, Dental & Healthcare, 
Sports & Entertainment, Pub Companies 
& Brewery and Mediation.

We are also proud of the non-commercial 
services we provide. These include: Wills 
& Probate, Employment Advice, and 
Civil Litigation.

Visit our website for more information, www.elselaw.co.uk
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For the most part today’s ubiquitous SUVs possess a rather brutish 
habit and demeanour of sweaty would-be athletes, loud mouthing 
fellow members of the local gym in the changing room. I wouldn’t 
want to cross them but neither would I really want to swap places 
with them.

The new Alfa Romeo Stelvio 
blows away all stereotypes 
of shaven heads and sleeve 
tattoos. Here, wrapped up in 
the most elegantly designed 
suit of metallic splendour 
is a mid size SUV that looks 
smooth, purposeful and 
athletic. To put it in plain 
English - an SUV with real 
good looks.  So, while you 
have all the necessities - four-
wheel traction, more than 
ample accommodation 
for passengers and loads, 
plus a high-riding nod 
to the requirements of 
superiority that todays SUV 
configurations demand - you 
are treated also to that extra 
dash of style and frankly 
beauty which only the heirs 
of Renaissance harmony are 
capable of infusing into a 
twenty first century machine.

At the heated steering 
wheel and settled on the 
comfortable heated leather 
seat and facing the wood 
inlaid dash, realisation quickly 
dawns that in the world of 
today, motorists are gifted 
with the ability to luxuriate in 
a manner once only dreamed 
of. Dreamed of that is in 
the grey area of unfulfilled 
aspiration known as the last 

century. This £46,755 Lusso 
variant is the SUV that offers 
peerless driver and passenger 
comfort with all the adjuncts 
to ease of use that we expect 
these days, together with all 
the rewards of charismatic 
endeavour. For the driver this 
means more than a clash or 
splash of sportiness as befits 
the marques unequalled 
pedigree. The lovely, smooth, 
2.0 litre 200 bhp 4 cylinder 
petrol engine and seamless 
eight speed automatic 
transmission can power you 
up to nearly 135mph. DNA 
mode selection can ensure 
you get around 40 mpg on a 
gentle run - but that’s driving 
how you would not want to 
drive this Alfa. Drive in sport 
mode to really enjoy it and 
around 30 mpg is about right. 
But that’s the price of real fun.  

Another realisation quickly 
dawned. It’s this. Calling this 
particular car the Stelvio (after 
the famed Stelvio mountain 
pass with its hairpin bends) 
is by no means a cynical 
marketing ploy. There are 
no ‘go-faster’ stripes on 
show. And you wouldn’t feel 
tempted to stop at the local 
for a ploughmans lunch in 
this car. No. The Alfa Romeo 

Stelvio demands a real deal 
because of what it is - a real 
deal. This motor is a carefully 
calibrated, road hugging 
head turner of true tenacity 
capable of nipping hairpin 
bends in the bud. It turns on 
a true turn of speed plus a 
taut flexibility that represents 
a real summit of achievement. 
A ‘pass’ rate that’s 

guaranteed a top of the 
class medallion. It’s the 
kind of friend you want to 
take on continental tours, 
radiating an urgency that 
says ‘not tomorrow but 
today....in fact right now.’ 
This ‘get in and go’ driver 
urgency is most welcome 
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and revivifying. It needs 
to be said that efficiency, 
reliability and practicality 
are all representative of the 
best in this class of car. But 
because it’s an Alfa, there’s 
more to come. Plenty more. 
It all comes down to those 
elusive qualities filed under 
subjectivity. But one doesn’t 
hesitate to assert in a loud 
and clear voice that one is 
better suited behind the 
wheel of an Alfa than in many 
a much vaunted competitor 
in the class such as the 
Porsche Macan. There is, 
indeed, something unique 
about the Alfa recipe that 
is irresistible to the palette. 
A Stelvio is a tasty treat for 
motoring gourmets.

On a dark, rainy and 
depressing evening during 

the days of late Winter, 
I discovered that there is 
nothing like the Alfa for 
banishing the blues. It helped 
that it was a good looking 
car. But on heavily trafficked 
roads west amid the glare 
of headlights and the 
threaded rubies of the tail 
light chain... at such times 
when shapes dematerialise 
and partake of democratic 
uniformity....it certainly 
helps that every now and 
then some little rewarding 
characteristic reminds you 
that you are driving a Stelvio. 
A car that becomes the gift 
that keeps on giving with 
all the reassurance that a 
five year warranty brings.

To relieve grim highway 
dismalness, one’s fancy 
takes flight and pictures 

the Stelvio in its proper 
element - out on the open 
road in sunshine and warmth. 
There beneath a clear sky 
the tawny landscape unfolds, 
relieved by nestling hamlets 
among poplar trees and 
vineyards. This is where 
the elemental forces that 
combine to produce forward 
motion achieve the very 
acme of perfection. And to 
be there you need to be 
behind the wheel of the 
Alfa Romeo Stelvio. These 
dreams kept me warm as I 
pulled into a Wolverhampton 
shoppers car park, narrowly 
missing a shuffling queue 
of socially distancing 
masked and miserable 
souls waiting to enter 
Sainsburys.
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We live in an era of choice 
where the customer is king. 
How else to explain the 
appearance on the scene 
of a Jeep that is somewhat 
scaled down from a full-size 
off-roader and looks - well - 
almost nippy? And yet 
the Jeep Renegade is 
unmistakably a Jeep. At least 
it sure looks like one, sitting 
as sturdily on the road as a 
hand-tooled leather saddle 
on a cowpoke’s pony.



Designed and 
developed in the USA 
but, surprisingly, it’s 
manufactured in Italy 
in partnership with Fiat. 
A spaghetti-western of 
a Jeep? Perhaps. But 
best not forget how 
these Italian western 
films did so much to 
rejuvenate the genre. 
In like spirit the new 
Jeep Renegade is 
blazing a trail through 
European markets, 
showing its customers 
what they want even 
before they themselves 
have realised it.
Tested, was the ‘plug-in’ via 
cable hybrid variant powered 
by a 240 hp 1.3 petrol engine 
driving the front wheels and 
an 11.4 kwh pack and electric 
motor driving the rear wheels 
through a six speed automatic 
transmission - with selectable 
modes at the twist of a dial 
from auto, sport, snow, sand, 
mud, rock....and there’s 4wd 
low, 4wd lock and hill descent 
control. It doesn’t walk on 
water and it doesn’t fly - so you 
just leave things alone and 
if traction is lost let the car’s 
brain take the strain. All this 
adds up, of course, to a very 
safe and secure vehicle to drive 
when the going gets tough. 
Cliched I know, but that’s 
when the tough get going.

It’s a well-appointed and 
smart small SUV that 
gives a personable twist 
to the concept of utility. 
Underpinning everything 
is a rightfully modern 
emphasis on occupant 
comfort and safety. It might 
be called a Renegade but 
this Jeep doesn’t renege on 
its responsibilities.

Throughout time the Jeep 
brand has retained a striking 
family resemblance from 
one generation to the next: 
a glance establishes its 
credentials of rugged appeal 
and comfortable refinement. 
Rivals are out there and it’s 
not the cheapest in the coral 
- but it’s the best brand you 
could dream of roping-in for 
the money at £36,500.

For me, the Renegade does 
the job just as well as any 
town marshall might, leading 
me silently for 30 miles on 
electric through mean streets 
with all the reassurance of 
a sturdy buddy at my side. 
There’s plenty of punching 
power without any roughness. 
Just a tough, refined 
customer wearing quality 
leisure clothing, as it were.

It will do about 125mph and 
seemed to return about 40 
mpg overall....but if you 
chose to keep going back and 
forth on short trips you could 
keep it going on electric until 
the petrol had evaporated. 
But that’s not the way to

enjoy one of these because 
this is the serious off-road 
Trailhawk variant - with raised 
ride height and low-range 
gears.

The interior too is impressive. 
There’s no hint of utility: 
rather luxury levels of 
finely designed seating 
and appointments that 
hold a charm I had not 
frankly expected in a Jeep. 
Ergonomics are spot-on too 
with reassuringly chunky 
controls.  

Yes, there are compromises. 
The Renegade has to be 
regarded as a small SUV - and 
with this in mind it’s best not 
to cavil at the amount of load 
space. The positive side to 
this is the feeling one gets of 
piloting a nimble mover.

Thankfully the Renegade 
doesn’t turn its back on the 
founding principles of 4x4 
pleasure and practicality. It 
refuses to compromise on 
quality, looks good, goes very 
well and, of course, bears that 
unique badge.

Starting out on the day’s 
urgent business I decided first 
to breakfast at the American 
burger bar situated at the 
local fuel station.

“Need gas honey?” asked the 
doll in the kiosk.

“No need babe” I replied. 
“This car is a gas - but today 
we’re on electric!
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Jeep Renegade
1.3 Turbo 4xe PHEV AT 6, 

240 hp Trailhawk
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SAFE AND TRUSTED
LIVE-IN CARE

Photograph taken prior to Coronavirus outbreak. 

Our CareGivers follow Government guidelines 

around the use of Personal Protective Equipment.

DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
Right at Home’s live-in care service offers a safe alternative to residential 
care, allowing you to stay in the comfortable and familiar surroundings of 
your own home.

 01332 913 232   I   www.rightathomeuk.com/derby   I  derby@rightathomeuk.com
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Suite G, Bateman Court,
Bateman Street, Derby DE23 8JQ

Tel: 01332 913232
The Trinity, George Street, 
Burton upon Trent DE14 1DP

Tel: 01283 777700

Right at Home are one of the providers 
that offers all of this. Choosing in-home 
care is a cost-effective alternative to 
avoid putting loved ones into care 
homes, or a nursing homes, whilst 
providing the safest and most person-
centred care that does support the 
individual care needs of your loved one. 
Right at Home carefully match 
individual carers to clients to ensure 
continuity of care. This creates small 
teams of experienced carers for each 
client. They build a bespoke support 
plan to help encourage independence, 
fulfilment, and quality of life. One 
of the many services they provide is 
respite care for a primary carer.
They use industry leading technology 
that provides full transparency and 
communication with all their clients 
and family members. Access to care 
notes, reviews, communication logs 
and activity lists are all provided in 
live time to ensure families are kept 
fully involved.
Now that most day to day living 
activities are happening again, it 
is still important that you continue 
to follow all current government 
guidance on visitors to your loved 
one’s home. Providers such as 
Right at Home, follow Public Health 
England and the Government’s 
advice, as well as increased and 
appropriate levels of PPE to safely 
support adults in the community. 
For some individuals when old age, 
health condition or increased health 
care needs means that some daily 
tasks pose a challenge or risk, it 
becomes necessary to introduce 
some changes to protect that 
person’s independence.
Remember when choosing a care 
provider for your loved one, involve 
them in the decisions as far as 
practicable. Always choose a provider 
that has the wellbeing of your loved 
one at the centre of all that they do.  

To find out more, call 
01332 91 32 32 and speak 
to one of our specialist 
managers who will be 
able to arrange a free, 
no-obligation consultation.

Choosing care for 
a loved one
Choosing care for a loved 
one can be one of life’s most 
stressful – but most important 
decisions. Right at Home, one 
of the UK’s leading homecare 
providers, are here to help and 
support you.

Over the past year, 
during the Covid-19 
pandemic it has been 
increasingly hard for 
many relatives to find 
trusted, compliant care 
for their loved ones.

There are homecare providers that 
provide tailored services that allows 
the individual to remain safe in their 
own home. When searching for 
a care provider a person-centred 
approach to your loved one is what 
you should be looking for; this can be 
a helping factor when discussing all 
the support that they may need, that 
maintains their independence and 
cares for continued wellbeing.  
No-one welcomes ageing and the 
subject of receiving care is always one 
that should be approached tactfully, 
to avoid undermining the confidence 
of the person involved. When 
introducing the idea of care, involve 
your loved one in discussions from 
the start. Take into consideration 
their wants, wishes, and needs as far 
as you can. Maintaining control is a 
significant factor in accepting help 
into your home and private life.

When it comes time to choose care, 
do not feel pressured to choose the 
first option offered to you. Discuss 
with family and friend’s what 
outcomes you would like to achieve. 
Speak to several care providers, such 
as Right at Home, and ask questions 
to help you understand the level of 
support and safe practices you can 
expect for your loved one including:

 ■ Will you allow me to select my 
own care team?

 ■ Have the care team been 
vaccinated against Covid-19?

 ■ Do you provide companionship, 
anti-isolation, and activities to 
stimulate and provide enjoyment 
to people’s lives?  

 ■ Will you arrive on time, stay for at 
least an hour, and how will you 
evidence that the services were 
completed?

 ■ Do all the care team wear the 
appropriate PPE inline with Public 
Health England and Government 
guidelines and for domiciliary 
care?

 ■ Are you accredited with the Care 
Quality Commission, UKHCA and 
what are your latest inspections? 

 ■ Do all the care team undergo 
weekly Covid-19 tests?  

 ■ Are carers eligible to work in the 
UK, have recent DBS (criminal 
records) checks and have received 
NVQ’s, Care Certificate and 
specialist person centred training? 

 ■ Do the care team digitally record 
their temperature before every 
care call?

 ■ How do you keep family members 
informed and included in the 
care?

 ■ What happens if there is an 
escalation or emergency? 
Will the carer stay and resolve?

 ■ Are you able to provide male and 
female care teams as appropriate?
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Sir Richard Harpur 
was born around 1500. 
He came of an ancient 
Warwickshire family, 
the first of his kin to 
settle in Derbyshire. 
He sat as a judge 
during the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth 
the First. His son 
became established 
in Littleover.
Coincidentally, I am from an 
old Warwickshire family, the 
first to settle in Derbyshire, 
and formerly a barrister 
practising in the courts of 

Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 
the Second.

Littleover emerged as 
a farming community 
established by the Anglo-
Saxons, after the withdrawal 
of the Romans in 410 A.D. 
Over the centuries following, 
it passed through the hands 
of the land owning families 
of Chandos-Pole, Wilmot, 
Sacheveral, and Scardale 
(Curzon).

It is upon the former estate 
of Sir Richard Harpur, that 
our home, The Old Cottage, 
The Hollow, stands, although 
it is believed that a building 
has stood on this site for 
over a thousand years.

The original structure, lived 
in by a tenant of the Harpur 
land, was for many years 
taken to be Elizabethan. 
However, during a major 
reconstruction in the early 
part of last century, the 
building materials used 
between the timber 
frame were found to be a 
combination of rubble, mud, 
and willow, characteristic of 
a much earlier technique.
The cottage has been a local 
landmark for centuries, one 
of only a handful of such 
buildings in Derbyshire 
to have survived, albeit in 
altered form. Extensions were 
built in the time of George 
the Third, and much more 
recently, in the year of the 
marriage of Charles and 
Diana, an event marked by 
two commemorative bricks, 
showing their names, the 
date of the wedding, the 29th 
of July 1981, which I attended, 
( but not by invitation of the 
family! ), and the Prince of 
Wales feathers.
Inside, the cottage reveals the 
oak beams of the framework, 
including a central beam 
running the full length of the 
original structure ; some 8 
yards long, hewn from the 
trunk of an oak tree which 
had been growing on the 
estate for at least 250 years 
before the cottage was built.
What tales it could tell.
The happy marriage of the 
picturesque Hollow, and 
the cottage, have served to 
inspire artists for centuries, 
chief amongst them, 
George Turner ( 1841 to 1910 ). 
Known as Derbyshire’s John 
Constable, his oil painting of 
The Old Cottage has come to 
represent the ideal of the half-
timbered, thatched cottage, 
nestling in the heart of the 
countryside.

A Survivor 
through 
the Ages
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custodians to care 
for, and appreciate 
this charming cottage.

For a few decades, the cottage 
was shorn of its thatch, to be 
replaced by slates, but since 
the 1970s it has once again 
delighted in the warmth and 
protection of a thick covering 
of water reed and straw, a 
great attraction to the local 
birds, especially blackbirds, 
who delight in perching on 
the ridge for a good old sing 
song.
During the course of its long 
history, The Old Cottage 
has been a home for many 
generations, a popular 
wayside inn, a religious 
meeting house, and home 
to the village 
hedge layer 
and cutter, 
Walter Haynes.
Before I knew 
about Walter, 
I had replaced 
the modern 
fencing 
surrounding the 
cottage, with 40 
yards of native 
hedgerow. I like 
to think that 
Walter guided 
my efforts, and 
that his spirit 
will ensure the 
good health and 
longevity of the 
young plants.

GHOSTS? I can only say that 
in our time here, we have 
absorbed only the warm, 
inviting atmosphere of this 
unique place. We have yet 
to meet any figures from 
the past, but, quite often, 
there has been the scent of 
an unknown perfume, and 
the aroma of pipe tobacco. 
We like to believe that we 
are being accompanied and 
watched over by those who 
have gone before.
Sadly, family ties now draw 
us away from Littleover, 
back to Warwickshire, and 
we are looking for the next 

Should you wish to know more, feel free to get in touch: 
Email: neal.m.w.13@gmail.com or by telephone on: 07870 759426,

or you can contact Simon Anderson at Bagshaws on 
01332 542296, who are handling the auction at the end of July.

My wife, Mohini and I, wish to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who have shown us kindness and consideration during our 
all too brief time in Derbyshire, and to express the hope that we 

will be back amongst friends before long.

by 
Neal 

Williams
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28  |  Barefoot Design, Classic Painters and Kept Kleen

Call Richard on:

07976 240130 
01283 535705

or email: classicpainters@btinternet.com

Professional 
decorating service, 

with attention 
to detail.

Testimonials available on request.

    Classic Painters
Quality where it matters 

since 1984.

Throughout 
Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire

Email: keptkleenltd@gmail.com
Web: www.keptkleen.co.uk

 ● Office cleaning
 ● Disinfecting Fogging
 ● Carpet / Upholstery Cleaning
 ● End of Tenancy Cleaning
 ● Litter Picking
 ● Local Authority Public Toilet Contract 

Cleaning
 ● Grave Tending Service
 ● Waste Carriers Licence Upper Tier

COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC 
CLEANING SERVICES

Tel: 07846 922063
Email: barefoot.art.nancy@gmail.com

CALL US ON

07791 
664043

 

BarefootDesignCompny

Barefoot
D E S I G N
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w w w . m p l a n d s c a p i n g . c o . u k

•Groundwork
•Landscaping
•Digger Services

Mount Pleasant Landscaping is a company based in 
Little Eaton that provides landscaping, groundwork 
and plant hire solutions. We cover domestic, 
commercial construction and agricultural projects. 
We specialise in machinery based jobs where dig 
outs or earthmoving is needed, also we specialise in 
constructing premium composite upvc decking for 
homes and caravans that is locally made in Derbyshire. 
We pride our-selves in providing a premium service 
whilst being mindful of local environmental impacts 
construction may cause and being considerate 
contractors in every aspect of our work.

Tel: 07817 208837
Email: sales@mplandscaping.co.uk

Mount Pleasant Landscaping
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PART 1.

The Pension Role 
For Derbyshire 

After the Reformation & Dissolution 
Of Religious Houses 1536 to 1538
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Two doctors; Leigh 
and Layton were royally 
appointed to visit the 
abbeys and their first act 
was to eject all brothers 
and sisters, under the 
age of 24 years and 
novices under 20 years. 
This immediately cast 
out a quarter of the 
religious communities 
to a penniless fate. 

In Derbyshire the only 
community that qualified 
not to suffer immediate 
closure was the Austin abbey 
of Darley, having a annual 
income of £258 13s 4d. 
Cox accused the agents of 
the Crown and their agents 
for their deceit and incredible 
meanness in squeezing as much 
as possible out of the religious 
houses by encouraging the 
smaller houses to contract out 
of the “First Suppression Act” 
by paying big fines, without 
revealing that within two years 
the suppression was to become 
universal. This situation occurred 
twice in Derbyshire where the 
“Black Canons” (Augustine) of 
Repton obtained the Royal grant 
to remain open by paying into 
the Treasury the sum of £266 13 
s 4d. The White Canons of Dale 
paid £166 13s 4d.
In 1536 at Breadsall the ex-
prior received a pension of 
£3 6s 8d and the ex-prior at 
Gresley received £6. In the case 
of Gresley, two canons also 

received a pension of £5 16s 
8d each on account of serving 
the vicarages of Lullington 
and Gresley, from which they 
were required to resign. No 
records exist of any pensions 
paid to Beauchief Abbey or to 
King’s Mead Nunnery. Many 
friars not dissolved in the 
earlier suppression  along with 
Derbyshire Dominicans were 
sent forth penniless.
Those who took refuge in 
the larger houses found 
themselves penniless in the 
1538 suppression as they didn’t 
qualify for any pensions for it 
was expressly provided that 
those only to be pensioned had 
been inmates of a particular 
house for a long time (diu antea).
Another condition applied to 
receivers of pensions ; that 
pensions were only to be paid to 
those who subjected themselves 
to “voluntary surrender” to 
the King. Across England 
there were several cases of 
passive resistance, resulting in 
disqualification to a pension. 
In Derbyshire there was no 
such resistance but still many 
religious men and women were 
thrown out on the streets and 
became beggars. Less than half 
of Derbyshire’s brothers and 
sisters received a pension. 
Darley Abbey surrendered 
on 22nd October, 1538. The 
surrender was signed by the 
abbot, Thomas Rage ; William 
Stanbanke prior , Richard 
Machyn sub-prior and by ten 
other canons, Namely: Walter 
Rey, William Sawter, Thomas 
Haryson, Thomas Trippet, 
Edward Cradocke, Thomas 

Coste, Henry Hey, William Hililey, 
Nicholas Jevons and Henry Cosst.
A pension list showed the abbot 
received £50 a year, £6 13s 4d to 
the prior and £6 to the sub-prior 
and two other canons, £5 6s 8d 
to each of three canons and £5 to 
each of the remaining five canons.
Repton Priory surrendered 
on 25th October, 1538 when 
the Priorship was vacant.  The 
surrender was signed by Sub-
Prior, Ralph Clerke and by eight 
other canons, namely John 
Wirksworth, alias Wood, Thomas 
Strynger, James Yong, John Peter, 
Thomas Pratt, Thomas Webstar, 
Robert Ward and Thomas Abell. 
The pension list showed that the 
sub-prior received £6 and sums 
varying from £5 6s 8d to £4 to 
the canons. 

The Pension Role at 
Derley Abbey

PART 1. The Pension Role 
For Derbyshire
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Dale Abbey surrendered  24th 
October, 1538 and the surrender 
was signed by the abbot, John 
Bebe, Richard Wheytteley, 
Prior and fifteen other canons; 
namely:
John Cadmon, Richard Hawson, 
Thomas Bargshaw, William 
Smyth, John Bank, George 
Cokke, Ralph Harison, Robert 
Harvy, John Shemeld, Robert 
Wylson, James Cheriholme, 
James Clutun, John Bateman, 

Robert Gerratt and Roger Page. 
On 30th October, the pension list 
awarded £26 13s 4d to the abbot, 
£5 6s 8d to the prior and each 
of five canons, £5 each to three 
canons and £2 to two of them 
and 16s 6d to one.
The Priory of St. James was a cell 
of Clunic abbey of Bermondsey 
. When Bermondsey was 
suppressed, a pension of £7 
was assigned to the Prior of St. 
James. Derby, but no pensions 
were assigned to any monks 
who’d accompanied the prior.
Cox raged at the “Royal 
meanness with regard these 
pensions was almost incredible, 
for the amounts made were 
subject to deductions on 
account of all subsidies granted 
to the Crown by Parliament. A 
tenth part was withheld in the 
very first year after the general 
dissolution for that reason.” Two 
years later another quarter of the 
pensions was deducted from 
those receiving £20 and upward, 
and when the half yearly 
payments of pensions was due 
on 25th March, 1543, the religious 
only received one quarter of 
their entitled payments; thereby, 
Henry Tudor, diddled for himself 
the sum of £9,443  15s 6d out of 
the pension fund.

The Dissolution 
Agenda of Henry Viii
In 1537, Henry’s agenda wasn’t 
clear when the first abbeys and 
convents  with an with annual 
income of  less than £200 a year 
closed.
If his intentions to tear down 
and ransack all the abbeys was 

known to those he held in close 
confidence, it wasn’t known to 
those brothers and sisters who’s 
beloved abodes had an income 
under £200 and many moved 
on to other another abbey or 
convent that had incomes more 
than £200 annually. 

Those brothers and sisters who 
moved on to a bigger surviving 
convent after their abbey or 
convent was dissolved in 1536 
to 1537, might reasonably have 
assumed they would eventually 
receive a pension in their old 
age. 

Within 1538, Henry Tudor 
closed the surviving abbeys 
with incomes more than £200, 
soon afterwards many brothers 
and sisters who had relocated 
found that they weren’t entitled 
to a pension as two years of 
continuous service at the abbey 
was necessary to qualify to 
receive a pension and service in 
the previous abbey or convent 
didn’t count. In today’s terms 
this was redundancy money 
paid weekly for life, regardless 
of age.

Darley Abbey Had 
Annual Income £258 
13s 4d
Darley Abbey had a annual 
income of 258 13s 4d but it 
was dissolved anyway on 18th 
October, 1538 and Robert 
Sacheveral, the vicar of 
Ashbourne, was given the job of 
stripping the assets of the abbey.
Even the lead lining from grave 
memorials and coffins was 
ripped out and sold for scrap. 

After the Reformation & Dissolution 
Of Religious Houses 1536 to 1538

Continued
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www.industrialresinflooringltd.co.uk

Industrial Resin Flooring LTD was first created in 2013, 
Ian Bird and Ben Gillway were working together at a 
commercial resin installation company. With over 30 
years’ experience between them they decided to branch 
out on their own.
The Companies aim is to provide 
premium quality solutions to both 
domestic and commercial floors. We 
are privileged to have connected with 
many large and leading companies 
across the UK to provide their perfect 
resin system and to have helped 
thousands of domestic households 
with flooring systems such as Resin 
Driveways, Self-levelling high gloss 
epoxy, bespoke PVC flake blend 
and much more. Our products are 
very popular in kitchens, workshops, 
garages, hallways and bathrooms for 
a distinct high-end finish.
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Unit 4, Heage Road 
Industrial Estate, 
Heage Road, Ripley, 
Derbyshire DE5 3GH

Tel: 01773 748895 
Mobile: 07773 808250 
Email: info@irf-ltd.com

Call us today for a FREE 
no obligation quote, 
we will be more than 
happy to help.

Our resin systems provide you with a 
low maintenance floor that is easy to 
clean and maintain, each system can 
be bespoke and made slip-resistant 
if required. Our Driveway resin bound 
systems are UV stable so even long-
term exposure from the sun will not 
affect the colour. Oil spills and petrol 
will not cause any discolouration and 
it has a high resistance to weeds, so 
you won’t have to spend your time 
weeding your new driveway unlike 
other systems such as block paving.

Due to the large projects we 
undertake commercially we have the 
good fortune of offering competitive 
rates to our clients as we own all of 
our equipment and deal directly with 
the leading resin manufacturers.
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Supporting people, their carers and partners in North West Leicestershire whose quality or length  
of life is affected by their condition, particularly helping to ease loneliness and isolation.

www.hospicehope.org.uk  

The pandemic has left 
many people feeling 
lonely and isolated, 
especially those 
dealing with medical 
conditions which affect 
their day to day life

Our charity offers a range of free support services to 
people and carers in the North West Leicestershire 
area including:
•	 Counselling
•	 Befriending
•	 Pen Pals
•	 Long Covid support
•	 Weekly activity and general support groups
•	 Tablet loan scheme

To find out more (for yourself or someone you know or care for)
Call: 07935 800 658 or email: info@hospicehope.org.uk 

Or complete the simple online referral form on our website

Charity No. 1169561  

As the numbers accessing our free services 
increase, we are in need of more volunteers 
(befrienders, drivers and group supporters) 
to help us.  Can you spare a couple of hours 

once a week, fortnight or month? Please contact us to find out more by ringing us on 
07935 800 658 or email: info@hospicehope.org.uk
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GB Joinery & 
Building Ltd

Tel: 07896 536471
Email: gbjoinery_building87@icloud.com

 ■ All Building 
& Joinery Work

 ■ New Builds
 ■ Extensions
 ■ Renovations
 ■ Maintenance
 ■ Solar Roof 
Installations
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Early Libraries 
in Derby

This year is the 150th anniversary of public libraries 
in Derby. In 1850 an Act was passed in Parliament, 
allowing local authorities to levy a tax to fund free 
libraries. Take-up was initially slow, but subsequent 
amendments to the Act made it more viable for smaller 
authorities, and in 1870 a Free Library committee was 
formed in Derby. A survey was sent out to 100 towns 
asking whether they had a free library, when it opened, 
how much it cost, how many users it had and whether 
there had been any opposition to the idea. On 12 
October 1871 Derby’s first truly free public library 
was officially opened by the Mayor. 

However, libraries had existed 
in the town before this; indeed, 
the new library was itself formed 
through the purchase of the 
Town and County Museum, which 
included a circulating library. These 
early circulating libraries were 
often side projects of businessmen 
who were booksellers, printers, 
and stationers, giving them 
another avenue to earn on their 
large stock of printed materials. 
Bookselling posed the problem 
of investing ‘large sums of money 
in stock which changes hands 
comparatively slowly’. Loaning 
out some stock for a fee, most 
likely that which was considered 
‘low’ literature, allowed for a steady 
return on investments as well as 
freeing up space. 

The first direct reference to a 
circulating library in Derby is for 
one owned by the Sanders family 
who advertised in the Derby 
Mercury in 1757. The Sanders 
library appears to have operated 
from c.1757-1799 from premises 
in the Cornmarket where they 
also served as printers. A surviving 
catalogue of their library from 1771 
(one of the earliest in existence 
anywhere), lists only 207 items 
and a list of rules and costs 
governing access. 

The size and scope of circulating 
libraries grew to the point that, 
24 years later in 1795, William 
Marriot in Full Street was 
advertising upwards of 2,000 
volumes on offer to which he 
intended to add ‘all the most 
respectable publications of a 
general and entertaining nature’. Derby Free Library Committee Survey.
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An advertisement for G. Wilkins 
business on Queen Street.

By 1798 the amount was said to 
be up to 3,000 volumes.  From 
the 1820’s, advertisements for 
circulating libraries become more 
commonplace with Nall and 
Bemrose (the forerunner of the 
Bemrose and Sons printing firm), 
William Hewitt, S. & E. Collumbell, 
and George Wilkins all operating 
circulating libraries in the first half 
of the eighteenth-century.

Although all the circulating 
libraries were public, in that 
anyone could use them, there 
was a price barrier that ensured 
a middle-class clientele. The 
average wage of a labourer at 

the turn of the nineteenth century 
was around £12 per year (240 
shillings). The Sanders circulating 
was charging 3 shillings per 
quarter in 1771 making access 
financially unavailable to the 
labouring classes.

Churches and schools also 
provided libraries for their 
congregation or students 
which, although they had a lower 
access cost, were often limited 
to people of certain religious 
sects apart from the Unitarian 
chapel on Friargate, who vowed 
that their library was open to all 
religions. 

A view of Irongate c1870. 
A number of booksellers 
operated on this street 
and the Bemrose 
premises are in 
the foreground 
(now Lloyd’s Bank).

Early Libraries in Derby  |  39
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The later decades of the 
eighteenth century saw a rise in 
the popularity of societies of all 
sorts, including book societies. 
These societies, such as the 
Union Book Society and the 
Drewry Book Society, were private 
organisations where books were 
purchased from a ‘common 
fund’ and circulated amongst 
an exclusive membership, 
before being sold to fund further 
book purchases.  The Derby 
Philosophical Society also built 
up a significant library for its 
members that leant towards 
philosophy and the natural 
sciences, and also had a system of 
election for new members where 
a committee had final say on who 
was and was not admitted. 

During this period there were also 
institutional libraries that limited 
their clientele through both 
financial regulation and the terms 
of which users were admitted. 

Perhaps the most famous of 
these, the Mechanics’ Institution 
serves as an excellent example of 
class differences in 19th century 
libraries. Despite the position 
of William and Joseph Strutt 
as ‘supporters of working class 
betterment,’ the Institute which 
they helped establish in 1825 was 
poorly attended just 15 years later 
due to high costs of membership, 
book lending, and clothing that 
was needed to meet the entry 
standards. 

One working class user 
complained that ‘books were 
saved for other people who were 
a little better off’ and that he had 
seen gentlemen (a term reserved 
for members of the middle class 
in this time period), enter the 
library and be ‘waited on out 
of turn’. Another member also 
commented on the atmosphere 
of the reading room as being 
oppressive to the working class 
where a working dress did ‘not 

Early Libraries in  Derby

A Derby Union Book Society circulation list, inserted in the front of a copy 
of ‘The Works of Shakespeare, Vol.3’.

A view of the Reading Room at Derby Mechanics’ Institution, c.1913.
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look at home’ in the reading 
room ‘among those who appear 
to place themselves so much 
above him’. 

The response from the 
institution to this criticism was 
‘as predetermined as it was 
inappropriate’ in that it simply 
provided a ‘second-class’ reading 
room. The books held by the 
institution were also censored, 
so as not to radicalise the 
working classes. Books such 
as those by Voltaire were ‘kept 
locked away’ whilst ‘Chartism, 
Socialism, Secularism and other 
“unorthodox” political and 
religious viewpoints were usually 
refused discussion’.

In 1835, the Derby Permanent 
Library, the predecessor to the 
Town and County Library, was 
described as a ‘useful institution’ 
with a collection of about 2500 
volumes but which ‘rests on 

a basis too 
narrow, and its 
resources too 
limited to rend it 
very extensively 
useful.’ It was 
proposed 
therefore to use 
this library as a 
‘valuable nucleus’ 
to form a ‘PUBLIC 
LIBRARY AND 
NEWS ROOM’ 
to be titled the 
Town and County 
Library, which 
would ‘foster 
a literary and 
scientific taste, 
and so promote 
that harmony 
which may well 
subsist between 
rational men of 
different sects 
and parties’.  

Again, although 
the wording 
pointed towards 

a public focus, the proposal 
mentions only the increase in size 
and the healing of political and 
religious differences, rather than 
healing social differences. Again 
the price of subscription limited 
membership to the middle class 
with it costing 5 guineas (105 
shillings) a share, limited to 200 
shareholders, and a cost of £2 
(40 shillings) per year for non-
subscribers to use the library and 
only when recommended by at 
least two existing proprietors.  

By 1850 the cost of subscription 
had dropped to 25 shillings which 
was deemed ‘scarcely adequate’ 
for the running of the library. 
Although the number of books 
and the volume of loans was 
vastly greater than any of the 
other establishments that existed 
before, financially the Town 
and County library continued to 
suffer. Various letters survive in 

Derby Local Studies Library sent 
to potential benefactors asking 
for donations and subscriptions 
to cover an £150 deficit in their 
accounts.  This had been caused 
by their amalgamation with the 
Town and County Museum and 
the Philosophical Society and 
their moving from the corner of 
Amen Alley to new premises in 
the Wardwick. 

By 1870 the Town and County 
Library was largely becoming 
obsolete, due to the increasing 
drive to create a truly public library 
in line with the 1850 Libraries Act. 
By its disbandment at the end of 
1870, it had 9,000 volumes and 
a ‘valuable reference library’ 
which formed the nucleus of the 
new Derby Free Library.

Early Libraries in  Derby

A plan of Derby Mechanics’ Institution.

A Mechanics’ Institution 
Programme for a fundraising 
Children’s Carnival.
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As we start emerging from yet another lockdown 
situation, you might be thinking it’s time to put away the 
loungewear & start making more effort when meeting up 
with friends, family & colleagues. There’s one thing that 
true lovers of jewellery know: its ability to lift your mood 
is undeniable, & its power to make even the most boring 
of outfits look instantly dressed up. 
Look to any glossy fashion magazine & you will notice its all about big, 
bold gemstone jewellery. This type of jewellery has so many qualities, 
it’s organic appearance, its individuality, & it’s also unbelievably tactile. 

Approximately 3 years ago a local clothing designer, turned hairdresser; Sharon Pepper, started 
designing & making quirky jewellery pieces from her home in Matlock, never imagining that her love 
of freshwater pearls, semi precious stones & just about anything vintage would prove to be quite as 
popular as it is today. 

Her jewellery brand, Beth Sharliss Jewellery has proved popular with customers nationally, with 
many customers returning & having their treasured jewellery reworked into wearable items, & 
commission requests. With a growing range of stock featuring beautiful pieces that include necklaces, 
earrings, bracelets & also bridal accessories, all individually hand crafted, & all completely unique, 
you can understand why more & more people are choosing to visit her online store, her studio in 
Matlock, & Duffield Art Gallery, Belper.

Follow her journey on Facebook

Looking for a unique gift, 
or perhaps feel like you deserve a treat?

@bethsharlissjewellery@bsjmatlock

Shop online at 
www.bethsharlissjewellery.com
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His grandfather was in 1781 
the incumbent of All Saints 
Church; Derby was The Rev. 
Charles Stead Hope, whose 
first cousin was the Mayor 
of Derby, John Hope.
1781 was a year that the 
Rev. William Hope looked 
back on to recall “matters 
ecclesiastical and matters 
civil” that were within the 
memory of his grandfather’s 
generation in Derby. In order 
that things would not be 
forgotten he recorded some 
memories for posterity.

There are several 
interesting topics 
recorded but this 
time I have the 
difficult task to 
pick just one. So 
bearing in mind, 
Shrove Tuesday 
this winter will 
fall on Tuesday 
1st March, 2022, 

so I have chosen an extract 
about an annual street 
football match.
NO NOT the one in 
Ashbourne, Derbyshire but 
one that took place between 
two Derby Churches in the 
street between S. Peter’s 
parishioners verses All Saints 
parishioners.

There is one subject more 
connected with old Derby I 
cannot altogether pass over. 
I mean the Derby Football. 
This was one of the most 
extraordinary games, I think, 
ever witnessed, the origin 
of which is lost in obscurity, 
but it existed for ages. The 
contending parties were the 
parishes of S. Peter’s and All 
Saints. It was formerly played 
on Shrove Tuesday. The ball 
was a very large one, filled 
with cork shavings. In fact, 
there were two 
(balls), one 
called the 
men’s, the 
other the 
boys’.

Andrew Thurman:

Jottings of Old Derby
The Rev. William Hope is frequently referred to as the Vicar of St. Peter’s Derby 
where he served from 1849 until 1889 when he died. He was actually a Rector. 
The difference between a vicar and a rector is that a vicar is paid a salary by the 
Church of England, whereas a rector’s salary comes from sponsor(s), tithes or 
stipends, just like the pre-reformation abbots, priests and monks. 
The Rev Hope’s sponsor was Mr. Rowland Smith from whom he received 
annually a gift of £400 a year. His account of the Derby Street football match in 
1781 is one of my favorite stories told by the Rev. Hope.
As an aside he was sometimes very amusing and I must slip in an observation 
he made about street lighting in Derby, in 1881:

“ I also remember a time when a considerable part of the 
town was, so called, lighted by oil lamps.  I say, so called, 
for they only served to make “darkness visible”. Gas has 
now superseded them, and it is not unlikely that ere 
long the electric light will supersede gas; and if I have 
thrown any light on the state of old Derby from 1781, 
my efforts will not have been in vain.”      

FIG 01:  (Extract from his obituary in the Derby 
Daily Telegraph December 9th 1898.
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FIG 02:  The ball was a very 
large one filled with 
cork shavings



The men’s ball was thrown up 
in the Market Place, on the 
stroke of two, and when they 
had cleared out, the lads’ ball 
was thrown up. Afterwards 
an encroachment was made 
upon Ash Wednesday. 
The men played on Shrove 
Tuesday, the lads on Ash 
Wednesday. All Saints’ goal 
was one of the shutters of 
the water wheel at Nun’s 
Mill, in the Brook from 
Markeaton, and which still 
exists; S. Peter’s was a gate 
in Grove Street, close to the 
Osmaston Road, facing north; 
the land where it was is now 
built over. Both parties used 
what they thought the best 
means of settling the game.
The favorite course which the 
parishioners of All Saints tried 
for was to get the ball down 
Sadler Gate, Bold Lane, Willow 
Row, and so on until they got 
into the brook bellow Nun’s 
Mill, and then worked for 
the goal under the mill arch. 
But don’t for one moment 
suppose the game was what 
we understand by football, 
for it was nothing of the kind. 
As soon as the contending 
parties were ready, All Saints’ 
people ranged themselves on 
the Royal   side of the Market 
Place, and waved their hands 
towards All Saints’ Church. S. 
Peter’s ranged themselves 
under the old premises of Cox, 
Bowring, and Co., and waved 
their hands towards S. Peter’s 
Church. Both parties then 
advanced. 

Whichever representative of 
the sides got the ball had the 
best advantage for his party, 
as he could act as a sort of 
steerman in the middle for the 
way he wished his supporters 
to go. S. Peter’s usually tried to 
work down Tenant Street, and 
get into the River Derwent as 
soon as they could. I have seen 
them swimming down the 
river when it was freezing hard 
and snow lying on the banks, 
and sometimes snowing all 
the while-one of them having 
the ball Some would swim 
down, others walk down 
the banks, to about what is 
called “ The Dead Waters,” 
at Osmaston, the holder of 
the ball in the river, his part 
of the sport, so-called, was 
pleasantly enlivened by the 
partisans of each parish going 
in to seize the ball, when a 
grand ducking performance 
commenced.
If All Saints’ got possession of 
the ball, they got out on the 
Chaddesden side of the water, 
and the game virtually began 
de novo; but if S. Peter’s held 
their own, it was generally 
carried through Osmaston 
Park, towards where the 
Arboretum is now, and into 
Grove Street and goaled. 
Whichever side won, the 
winner was raised shoulder-
high, carrying the ball, by 
his fellow-players, and they 
preceded through the parish 
of the winning parties, 
soliciting pecuniary reward, 
the church bells of the 
winning parish ringing merrily.
There is a tradition that on one 
occasion, when S. Peter’s men 
and lads both won the joy was 
so great that both balls were 
hung by blue ribbons on one 
of the pinnacles of S. Peter’s 
Church tower.
Taking all things into 
consideration, it was very 
desirable that it should be put 
a stop to; at the same time, like 
fox-hunting, athletic exercise, 
boat-racing, and all sports of 
the kind, I do think it helped 

to keep up the hardiness, the 
manliness, and the  good old 
pluck and “Never say die” 
of Englishmen.
There is just one more “ 
tradition “ I should like to 
mention, though doubtless 
known to many, It is this: 
Several years ago, it is said, two 
Englishmen, strangers to each 
other, met in the United States 
o[ America, and, in the course 
of conversation, each one 
told the other that he came 
from Derby I and, in order to 
test the truth, one man said, 
“All Saints forever”  the other 
instantly replied, “S. Peter’s 
forever “I  This at once settled 
the question, and a staunch 
friendship immediately 
sprang up and ever afterwards 
existed.
Andrew Thurman: This 
interesting clergyman is 
featured in “How the Vicar 
Came and Went” – Victorian 
Clerical Errors by Tom Hughes. 
Two Derby vicars are featured; 
The Rev. Thomas Howard 
Twist of St. Michael’s Derby 
was in 1881 accused of sending 
false telegrams to his Mother-
In-law in the name of Derby’s 
Chief Constable. 
The other is the Rev. William 
hope, Vicar of St. Peters 
who sued a Litchurch, 
Derby woman in court as 
she claimed he had held 
her 17 year old daughter at 
the vicarage for “immoral 
purposes”.

www.amazon.co.uk/HOW-VICAR-
CAME-WENT-Collection/dp/
B087R9NH6D

FIG 03:   The ball was generally 
thrown up in the midst, 
between them, and both 
sides immediately closed 
into a compact mass, 
with nothing but their 
heads, faces, and uplifted 
hands visible.

FIG 04:   Tom Hughes Book 
Includes stories about 
2 Derby clergymen, 
including Rev. Hope.
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SmartPA®

Flexible business support 
from our virtual PAs
SmartPA is the number one administration and 
back-office support provider in the market. 
We pride ourselves on transforming our clients 
for the better, helping them to grow and making 
them more resilient to pressure and change. 

Smart Clients
From individuals and entrepreneurs, small and 
medium-sized businesses, right through to 
large corporations and government bodies, 
our administrative assistants are helping our 
clients become more efficient by streamlining 
their processes. Our fresh thinking will super-
charge your organisation, make you more 
robust and underpin your growth.

Smart Thinking
No sign-up fees, overheads or staff costs to 
pay – just consistent and accountable support, 
24/7.  All of our packages and services are 
fully bespoke - we tailor the perfect package 
for you.

Smart People
Having each other’s backs is at the heart of 
our culture. It’s why we support our people 
in everything they do. And it’s why our fully-
accredited SmartPAs aren’t just any virtual 
assistant. We train and mentor them. 
They’re legally indemnified. Whatever the 
need, you can rely on them to make a positive 
difference. With the widest range of skills, 
together we are unstoppable.

Smart Service
We understand our customers. We learn 
their processes, their language, their culture. 
We’re a part of their family – and they’re part 
of us. Great service means everything to us. 
Our mission is to enhance their brand and 
support sustained improvement – every 
single step of the way.
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 ■ Ash Hardwood 
Logs 

 ■ Dried and well 
seasoned

 ■ Free Stacking

Free 
Delivery

within 
20 miles

P L E A S E  C A L L  T O M  

07572 874307

Premier Logs 
M E L B O U R N E 

Call: 07765 404356
Email: jonathan@jhcreative.co.uk

Freelance Graphic 
Design solutions 
for Print, Digital 

and Online
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After The Battle of Waterloo” 
and the end of the Napoleonic 
Wars in 1815, signaled the end 
of a long war with France that 
began in 1793. What followed 
in Britain was a decade of 
depressed economic trading 
and harsh conditions felt by 
the poor agricultural and 
industrial workers, shortages 
and unrest. So the problem 
immediately after the 
end of the war was one of 
bringing peacetime stability 
and finding jobs for many 
former, now demobilized 
soldiers and sailors.  It was 
at this time that Parliament 
passed the inflammatory 
Corn Laws. This added fuel to 
the “Democratic Movement” 
concerned with manhood 
suffrage and parliamentary 
reform to update the existing 
system and to make it more 
representatives.
In March 1815, a riot broke out 
in Canterbury, the following 
day the Times reported that a 
number of the “lower orders” 
paraded an effigy of an Earl 
through the streets of the city 
and in the evening, it was set 

alight, amongst the hooting’s, 
hisses and groans. The 
windows of MP’s were broken, 
before two of the ringleaders 
were arrested and thrown 
into goal. Similar protests took 
place in other places in Britain 
and the protests were against 
the “Corn Laws” passed in 1815 
to control the price of grain 
and this led to an ideological 
dispute manufacturers, 
landowners, city dwellers and 
farmers. They were eventually 
repealed by Robert Peel’s 
government in 1846, after 
three decades of disputes. This 
was a major change in the 
government’s position and 
some say it was a landmark 
event in politics.   

Aims of the Corn 
Laws:

 ■ The Tory’s passed the first 
of them in 1815 called “The 
Importation Act” it was to 
protect the price of grain to 
the  favor of landowners in 
Britain 

 ■ Aim was to keep prices high 
and keep prices stable

 ■ This was done so that 
cheap imported corn from 
overseas (including France 
and Spain) did not make 
British farmers suffer and go 
out of business and these 
farmers were largely the 
tenants of the land owners

 ■ To the workers of Britain it 
looked like the landowners 
who controlled parliament 
had lined their own pockets

 ■ From the landholders 
point of view, they 
justified passing the act of 
parliament as follows: 

 ■ During the Napoleonic 
Wars they paid very 
high land taxes to fund 
Britain’s victory

 ■ Also they took marginal 
lands into cultivation 
when getting imported 
Food was very difficult so 
they had debts to meet 
from buying lower Grade 
land and it needed more 
work to make it yield 
enough cereal

So the landowners played a 
“patriotism card” to justify The 
Importation Act. It avoided 

Riots across Britain, the Pentrich 
Martyrs’ Trial in Derby & 
Honorary Freemen – Part 1
After the end of the Napoleonic wars in 1815, there was economic instability in Great Britain 
and high unemployment. From January 1800, however, much of England also experienced 
some form of food-related disturbances, including bread riots. The price of bread was 
continuously going up and with high unemployment and low wages, this caused discontent. 
Barges carrying grain were stopped; crowds pressured magistrates to regulate local markets, 
price-fixing riots occurred. Mass imports reduced average prices during the summer, but 
optimism was short-lived when prices shot up after a deluge of rain prevented crops from 
being threshed. Prices rocketed and what historians have termed the ‘September hyper-crisis’ 
began.  At the beginning of September disturbances were first started at Sheffield, and quickly 
extended to Nottingham and Derby on the 4th, Leicester on the 5th, Birmingham on the 8th, 
and by the 17th to most of central, western, and southern Midlands. London experienced its 
first major food riot on the 15th, and by the end of the month disturbances were reported in 
south-east England and south Wales. Prices continued to rise until the spring of 1801 when 
large imports of foreign produce finally stabilized prices.
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becoming dependent on 
foreign countries to supply 
grain and this is embarrassing 
in times of hostility leading 
to war. Furthermore it was 
protectionist to British 
landowners and imported corn 
could only be imported when 
domestically produced corn 
reached 80/-(£4) a quart, but 
that imported corn would be 
banned when the domestic 
price fell to 70/- per quarter 
of a ton.
Parliamentarians steam 
rolled the 1815 Act through 
Parliament and justified on 
the grounds of patriotism and 
MPs were largely dismissive of 
the street riots and complaints 
about higher food prices 
affecting the poorest. There 
were discussions in the 1820s 
and 1830s to reform (not 
repeal) the Corn Laws. There 
were huge grain surpluses and 
then shortages in Europe and 
Britain making the original 
aim of guaranteeing prices 
and achieving self-sufficiency 
became unworkable. Some 
East European countries, like 
Lithuania started growing 
cotton instead of grain and 
many of the British marginal 
fields weren’t sustainable 
to keep growing grain after 
prices fell. In 1821 William 
Huskisson, composed a 
Commons Committee report 
recommending almost a 
return to free-trade of the pre-
1815 years. He said that farmers 
should be given time to get 
used to the idea of free trade 
Many textile manufacturers 
were in favor of free trade as 
they saw the Corn Laws, 
stifling free trade. 
In Pentrich, Derbyshire 
many folk were affected 
by the atrocious economic 
conditions caused by a lack 
of employment for returning 
soldiers and sailors following 
demobilization, failing crops 
since the volcanic dust in 1815 
from the Tambora eruption 
in Indonesia caused no 
summer in that year across 
the Western hemisphere.

The result was an uprising led 
by Jeremiah Brandreth, an 
unemployed stocking knitter. 
He led a band of two to three 
hundred men who were 
hosiery workers, quarrymen 
and iron workers to march 
to Nottingham, armed with 
scythes, pikes and a few guns 
hidden in a quarry in Wingfield 
Park. Outside the village of 
Giltbrook they were met by 
20 mounted troops from 
the 15th Regiment of Light 
Dragoons. The appearance 
of regulars prompted the 
revolutionaries to scatter. While 
forty men were captured at 
the scene, Brandreth and 
some of the other leaders 
managed to escape only to 
be arrested in the next few 
months. Totally eighty-five 
men were arrested and tried, 
twenty-three were sentenced, 
three to transportation for 
fourteen years and eleven for 
life. As for the ringleaders, the 
government was determined 
to make an example of them, 
hoping that “they could silence 
the demand for reform by 
executions for high treason”.

Worthy of note
 ■ The Morning Post (London) 

reported at the State Trial 
that the number of rioters 
was 500

 ■ The list of Jurors reported by 
The Morning Post (London) 
at the State Trial, included 
a Thomas Crompton, 
Gentleman of Darley Abbey 

 ■ Jeremiah Brandreth was 
an ancestor of radio and TV 
personality, Giles Brandreth  

Oliver the spy
One of their numbers was a 
government spy, William J. 
Oliver and the uprising was 
soon quashed. The State Trial 
at County Hall in Derby was 
for High Treason and three 
ringleaders were hanged and 
then beheaded in Derby Goal. 
Jeremiah Brandreth, William 
Turner and Isaac Ludlam. Totally 
eighty five men were placed 
in Derby and Nottingham jails 
and tried at Derby County Court. 
They were mainly charged with 
“maliciously and traitorously 
(endeavoring by force of arms 
to subvert and destroy the 
Government and the statute 
Constitution of the nation state”. 
Twenty-three were sentenced, 
three to transportation for 
fourteen years and eleven for 
life. As for the ringleaders, the 
government was determined 
to make an example of them, 
hoping that “they could silence 
the demand for reform by 
executions for high treason”. 

www.josieholford.com/pentrich-and-peterloo 
No copyright infringement intended.
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Whist in Derby Jail, Brandreth wrote touching letters to his wife:

“Oliver the Spy” was a prolific British government 
agent and he infiltrated reform groups in 
London, the Midlands and Northern towns, 
including Leeds. The National Archives holds 
letters he wrote giving an account of meetings 
he infiltrated and in some cases instigated. 
He made a list of the numbers of supporters 
regional leaders said they had at their allegiance: 
“Oliver The Spy” snared many of the unsuspecting 
reformists and incited riots resulting in State Trials 
for “High Treason” taking place all over the country 
at this time. The Pentrich Martyrs trial at Derby 
County Court took place in October 1817.
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REGION Spokesperson / Leader Supporters 
Mustered

West Midlands Mr. Whitworth 
(Schoolmaster) 150,000

Sheffield & its 
environs

Mr. Woolstonholme at 
Blue Bell High Street 10,500

Huddersfield Mr. George Davidson, 
Mr. Sykes Folly Hall 8,000

Barnsley
Thomas Ferrymonte of 
Ferrystone, esquire at 
the Union Inn

5,000

Leeds
Daniel Morton Fox and 
Grapes Kirkgate or for 
Sykes Row

10,000

Wakefield Smalley
2,500

Dewsbury Apett Shoemaker Norbury

Derby 
Nottingham 
Leicester

Thomas Bacon for Chal 
Hall, Fleece, Nottingham 
or William Stevens, 
Needle-maker, Stratton 
Street

30,000

Total Supporters 216,000

National Archives Transcript. 
No copyright infringement intended.

pentrichrevolution.org.uk/letters.html  No copyright infringement intended.

“Oliver The Spy” snared 
many of the unsuspecting 
reformists and incited 
riots resulting in State 
Trials for “High Treason” 
taking place all over the 
country at this time. The 
Pentrich Martyrs trial at 
Derby County Court took 
place in October 1817.
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Between 1815 and 1832, bread 
riots were not uncommon 
occurrences and there were 
calls for reform of trade tariffs 
and for parliament itself to 
reform. An extract of a letter 
from “REFORMER” to the 
editor of the Derby Mercury 
in 1831 cautioned that without 
reform, there would be more 

riots as had already been 
experienced in Nottingham, 
Derby, Bristol and other 
places, being the “natural 
consequence” of no reform.
Lord Grey, the Prime Minister 
and leader of the Whig 
(liberal) Party introduced the 
“Reform Act 1832” an act of 

parliament that changed the 
representation in parliament 
so that rural districts did not 
elect many candidates and 
industrial towns and cities 
were well represented. At 
the same time the number 
of voters in future general 
elections was to double as 
more voters became eligible.

The Reform Act 1832:
 ■ Increased voters from 

450,000 to 800,000
 ■ Redistributed seats in 

House of Commons from 
rural districts to include 
industrial towns

 ■ Got rid of the “Rotten-
Boroughs” (uninhabited 
rural districts)

 ■ Rising middle-class 
the honorary freemen 
(faggots) gained political 
representation as well as 
the vote

 ■ England avoided a 
revolution through 
parliamentary action 
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 ■ Appointing honorary 
freemen also known as 
faggots was a practice 
going back to the 15th 
century. At this time there 
was a rapid acceleration 
of freemen in order 
to become eligible 
voters. Initially it was the 
Conservatives who used 
this instrument but a few 
years later, Whigs (liberals) 
sponsored freemen as 
voters and MPs, when it 
suited them.  

In 1838 The Anti-Corn Law 
League was established with 
initial funding of £5.000 in 1839 
in Manchester and was largely 
supported by manufacturing 
owners, especially those in the 
cotton industry which needed 
a free-trade environment for 
these businesses to thrive.  
They needed to be able to take 
raw materials from Europe, 
in order that they would buy 
British made finished goods. 
Free-trade enabled textile 
workers to enjoy higher wages 
in Lancashire. At the center 

of the league was Richard 
Cobden a calico printer and a 
radical Liberal and John Bright 
a Quaker who also worked in 
the cotton industry. The two 
were close friends and both 
elected to parliament in the 
early 1840s. By the mid-1840s 
funding was £250,000.  
A major aim was to delete 
as many protectionist MPs, 
sponsored by rural landowners 
and replace them with 
Liberal MPs representing 
industrial towns and cities 
like Birmingham, Manchester 
and Derby. This was done 
by creating thousands of 
new voters in the Electoral 
Registration with supporters 
of Free-Trade using a loophole 
dating from AD1430 called the 
“40/- County Qualification”. 
This increased the county 
representation from 29% to 
38%, shifting the balance 
of MPs towards those who 
favoured free-trade.
In 1841, Punch looked back 
satirically at the slow change 

in the position of Robert 
Peel, who’d tried to keep 
rural Tory gentry happy by 
opting to reform Corn Laws 
rather than abolishing free-
trade completely. Later in 
1846, after becoming Prime 
Minister for a second time, 
he opted to abolish the Corn 
Laws and return Britain to 
free-trade, leading to a split in 
the conservative party and his 
losing the party leadership.
The Derby Mercury 
Wednesday 24th August, 1842 
reported a lively exchange in 
the Metropolitan Anti-Corn 
Law League meeting at The 
Strand. Mr. P.A. Taylor presided 
and announced the purpose 
of the meeting was to agree 
about an address to the 
people of Great Britain and the 
current state of the country. 
Also to make a distinct and 
emphatic representation to 
Sir Robert Peel, repudiating 
insinuations by which it had 
been attempted to connect 
the disorders of the country to 
the Anti-Corn Law movement.
The Chairman, Mr. Wells read 
the address. He did not like to 
make so much of Sir Robert 
Peel; he condemned the 
government’s use of the police 
to stop Chartist meetings 
saying this should be done by 
the use of magistrates and not 
the police. Mr. Grant seconded 
a motion that the majority 
of the people of England 
supported the Anti-Corn Law 
movement. Mr. Grant went on 
to denounce the aristocracy 
in no uncertain terms saying 
they were the root of all evil, 
indeed no good government 
ever existed, where aristocracy 
was in place and that the day 
of retribution was at hand.
Mr. Edwards, thought the 
aristocracy should tremble 
at the situation they had 
placed themselves, and not 
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the Anti-Corn Law League. 
It has been said that the 
present Parliament would not 
assemble again.  God send 
it might be true - for a more 
base, more corrupt or more 
perjured Parliament never 
existed. (Hear hear).
A Mr. Burr addressed the 
meeting and said they all 
have one common object in 
view – namely the annihilation 
of the aristocracy. He had 
been at hard at work since 
yesterday and begged to state 
that period he had organized 
a body of 1,500 men.  Mr. 
Burr declared he had not 
organized the 1,500 men for 
any improper purpose but to 
protect themselves from the 
villainy of the government 
and the aristocracy. He only 
mentioned it to show they 

were on the qui vive (on the 
lookout). Laughter! 
The Chairman rose to order 
and stated that he begged to 
repudiate the idea the League 
had anything to do with the 
organization of 1,500 men. The 

address to the people of Great 
Britain was then adopted and 
the meeting broke up.

The Abolition of the 
Corn Laws
Sir Robert Peel was a 
prominent Conservative 

statesman who served twice as 
Prime Minister of Great Britain 
(1834–1835 and 1841–1846) and 
twice as Home Secretary (1822–
1827 and 1828–1830). He had 
previously tried to keep Tory 
landowners, who sponsored 
his party, happy with grain 
prices guaranteed and reform 
of Corn Laws brought about 
by both oversupply and world 
shortages. 
After becoming Prime 
Minister for the second time 
in 1841, he finally changed 
his position in favor of the 
abolition of the Corn Laws and 
with the Irish potato famine 
emerging; he proposed that 
the Corn Laws be abolished. 
This split the opinion within 
the Conservative party and 
it cost him his leadership 
of the party but the repeal 
“Importation Act 1846” was 
passed in Parliament in 1846 
with a “combination of Whig, 
Radical support and Tory 
protectionists. 
Peel resigned as Prime 
Minister on 29th June, 1846.

Punch Cartoons.

1846 Carrying the Corn. The Free 
Trade Harvest Home

1846 The Deaf Postilion. Robert Peel 
- Free Trade.

Riots across Britain, the Pentrich Martyrs’  Trial in Derby & Honorary Freemen – Part 1



Dog Behaviour 
& Training

Doggie Daycare
Pet Reiki Healing

& Canine 
Myotherapy

A bit about myself... I’m a huge animal 
lover, particularly dogs. After years 

of working as a Legal Secretary, 
I decided to follow my dream and 

change my career.

I undertook my training originally with 
The UK Dog Whisperer and have since 

continued further training with Ian 
Dunbar, Victoria Stilwell and the Centre 

of Excellence too.

More recently, I’ve obtained qualifications 
in Pet Reiki and Canine Myotherapy!

I work with any canine breed or age. 
The areas I can help with include:

 ■ Lead pulling
 ■ Reactivity
 ■ Separation anxiety
 ■ Barking

 ■ Aggression
 ■ Toileting
 ■ General training & advice
 ■ Puppy tips

Tel: 07807 023338
Lichfield WS13 7QH

Email: pstardogs@gmail.com

 facebook.com.pstardogs
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Darley Abbey
V I L L A G E  S T O R E S

NEWSAGENT, OFF LICENCE 
AND GENERAL STORE

OPEN 
7 DAYS

7a Abbey Lane, Darley Abbey  |  Tel: 01332 551247

An excellent range of wines and beers 
and local produce including honey and ice-cream

Stockists for:
 ■ Darley Abbey Cider Company
 ■ White Peak Distillery
 ■ Bluebell Dairy Ice Creams
 ■ Shiny Brewery     
 ■ Derby Brewing Company 

 ■ English Wine Project
 ■ Barry Fitch Butchers
 ■ Darley Abbey Wines
 ■ Derbyshire Oatcakes 

and Pyclets

Homemade cakes, 
sandwiches and savouries 
now available to take away

Now serving freshly 
ground coffee and hot 
chocolate to take away

HAPPY 18th BIRTHDAY
Isabelle ‘IZZY’ Weall

29th June 2021

When Isabelle Weall was just 7 she contracted meningitis and was 
given a 1% chance of survival. She was so stubborn she fought and 

won but doctors were forced to make amputations meaning 
Isabelle is a quadruple amputee. Her incredible PMA meant she 

overcame immense challenges to become a champion trampolinist, 
pride of sport achiever, & flown to USA to do one of the best TedX 

talks ever. She passed her driving test first time with 1 minor! 
She is an inspiration for her huge number of followers worldwide 

as we watch her journey on social media. 

So on the 29th June raise a glass for
The Pride of Derby as she turns 18! 
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Luckily, there’s a Christmas 
temp job at a phone shop in 
Nottingham, so I take it. I’m 
not remotely confident at 
selling myself, I can hardly 
say boo to a goose, and I 
HATE being sold to, so this 
could be a total disaster.
I might not like ‘Selling’, but 
I’ve always been competitive. 
So I set out to have the best 
sales among my mates in the 
shop, the best sales in the 
town’s three branches, the 
best sales in the Midlands… 
sod it, the best in the UK!
But how on earth can I do that?! 
Starting in October, with two 
months until Christmas, how 
can I possibly beat other staff 
with years and years of sales 
experience? How could I become 
the best sales-person in just 12 
weeks?
However. My background is 
problem solving. What if I solved 
the problem: ‘How do I sell the 
most phones?’ and 
NOT ‘How do I become the 
best sales-person?’
They sound almost like the same 
problem, but they’re not. See, 

I didn’t give a stuff if I was the 
best sales-person as far as skill 
and experience were concerned, 
because I the only thing I’d be 
judged on would be how many 
phones I sold. 
That Christmas I sold the most 
phones in the UK for that range 
of shops, not by being the 
greatest sales-person, but by 
finding the best solution to the 
problem: ‘How do I sell the most 
phones?’.
Since then, I’ve spent 23 years 
helping businesses grow their 

sales and maximise their profit, 
from Sole Traders to Industry 
Leading Brands. (All the time 
refining my sales approach)
I created and developed a unique 
way to actually enjoy selling the 
work I enjoy doing.
My passion in life is helping 
ambitious, honest and open-
minded people to achieve more 
than they realised they could 
achieve. I help small business 
owners to grow their sales using 
my INGENIUS Sales approach. 
My clients learn the easiest, most 
ethical, effective and enjoyable 
way to create the perfect WIN-WIN 
situation, so they and their clients 
both get the very best outcome.
So if you’re honest enough to say 
that your sales aren’t perfect, if 
you’ve got a burning desire to 
dramatically improve your profit 
and if you have an open mind to 
new solutions, let have a chat.

I offer a 30min INGENIOUS 
session with FREE tips to grow 
your sales. Just get in touch on 
LinkedIn (where you can also 
find 38 reviews from people I’ve 
already helped).

The Successful Salesman 
who HATED Selling

Its 1998 and I’ve just finished my Degree in Maths at Nottingham Uni.

I’ve got no job, no money, and no clue. I’ve run out of railway line! 
I’ve had enough of education, I don’t want to become an accountant 
or a teacher, so now what?

BSc (Hons)
@ian-geniusTel: 07563 141 242

www.iangenius.co.uk



We are a charity dedicated to 
helping older people living in 
Ockbrook and Borrowash live 
independent lives and stay 
connected to their community.  
Borrowbrook was established 
in 2002 after a study group 
identified issues such as 
loneliness, isolation, lack of self-
esteem and an inability for older 
adults to remain independent 
in their own homes.  We have 
worked very hard to become 
a hub for our seniors and were 
awarded the prestigious Queens 
Award for Voluntary Service.
Though we are a small charity, 
we offer a wide range of activities 
and services to our members.

What we offer our 
members

 ■ FREE monthly magazine
 ■ FREE Christmas and Easter 

goody bags
 ■ FREE Telephone befriending 

service
 ■ FREE advice for older people

Plus
 ■ Coffee mornings
 ■ Trips out
 ■ Lunch clubs
 ■ Other social activities

We have links with: four local 
schools, two GP practices, many 
local businesses, our local Rotary 
branch, our local Parish Council 
and District Councils as well as 
connecting with other community 
projects based in the area.  
The activities we offer and the 
projects we run keep our seniors 
connected with their wider 
community by linking in with 
other community groups.

The Derbeian Magazine has 
also got involved with our 
‘Have a cuppa on us’ project.
They have generously donated 
a large number of magazines 
to go in a feel-good goody bag 
containing tea, coffee, biscuits 
and a magazine.  This bag will 
be delivered to all our members 
free of charge.  This is just one of 
the well-being projects we have 
undertaken and we have lots 

more planned for the future.   
You can help support us through 
donations, gift aid, selecting us 
as your Local Co-op Community 
Cause or select us as your 
chosen charity on Amazon Smile.
All donations help us provide 
an ongoing quality service and 
support network for our seniors.  
Thank you for your support; you 
help us make a positive difference.  

Borrowbrook Home Link
Who are we?
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•  Free membership
•  Quality magazines
•  Regular lunches
•  Get togethers
•  Open to all over 65’s living
    in Ockbrook or Borrowash
•  A warm welcome awaits you

Borrowbrook Home Link
ADVICE  |  FRIENDSHIP  |  ACTIVITIES
Registered Charity No 1098238

Tel: 01332 280111
Email: borrowbrook@gmail.com

Borrowbrook Home Link
1A Chapel Row, Borrowash

Derby DE72 3LR

Pop in &
say ‘Hello’
at our friendly
office in
Borrowash Advice, friendship

& activities for
the over 65’s living
in Ockbrook or 
Borrowash

www.borrowbrook.org.uk



dekm
chartered
accountants

In his 2021 budget the 
Chancellor “Rishi Sunak” 
introduced a number of 
new tax measures mainly 
in relation to Companies. 
A summary of the main 
ones are set out in this 
article.
New corporation 
tax rate from 
1 April 2023.
From the 1 April 2023 a new 
rate of corporation tax will be 
introduced of 25%.

Companies with smaller profits 
below £50,000 will still be taxed 
at 19% with a marginal rate being 
introduced for profits between 
£50,001 and £250,000 at which 
point the full rate of tax at 25% 
will be payable.

If your profits fall into either 
the marginal or full rate of tax 
then it is advantageous to try to 
advance income where possible 
to be taxed at 19% or to delay 
expenditure in order to the tax 
relief at the higher rate. 

However with capital expenditure 
you need to consider the 

expenditure in relation to the 
super deduction see below.

Super Deduction 
for Capital 
Expenditure – 
is it so super?
In the 2021 budget, chancellor 
Rishi Sunak announced a “super 
deduction” for expenditure from 
1 April 2021 until 31 March 
2023 for companies investing 
in qualifying new plant and 
machinery. 

The rates are 130% for capital 
allowances on qualifying plant 
and machinery or a 50% first 
year allowance for qualifying 
special rate assets. 

While this allowance seems 
generous it is to try and 
encourage capital expenditure 

to start the economy. 

The effective rate of this super 
deduction is 130% at the main 
corporation tax rate of 19% which 
is the equivalent of a deduction 
24.7%. 

VAT deferral – 
don’t forget to 
pay by 30 June 
2020
One of the first tax easements 
for businesses affected by the 
coronavirus pandemic was the 
ability to defer VAT payments due 
between 20 March 2020 to 30 
June 2020. 

The VAT was originally deferred 
until 31 March 2021, but a 
further deferral was announced 
in September 2020 giving 
businesses until 30 June 2021 to 
repay the VAT or arrange to pay 
in instalments.

If arrangements are not made 
by this date, businesses incur 
a penalty of 5% and/or interest, 
chargeable in relation to the 
amount of the deferred VAT that 
remains outstanding

The options available to businesses 
to avoid the 5% penalty are:

 ■ pay the deferred VAT in full 
by 30 June 2021

 ■ opt into the VAT deferral new 
payment scheme which should 
be online by 21 June 2021 or

 ■ make alternative arrangement 
to pay HMRC by 30 June 
2021.
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Further information on any of the above can be found at:

www.dekm.co.uk
or contact our office on:  

01332 293396
8 Vernon Street, Derby DE1 1FR

We offer a full range of business 
advice to the self-employed, 
directors, individuals and 
shareholder, which includes 
advice on the following:

 ■ Accounts preparation

 ■ Payroll and Construction 
Industry Scheme

 ■ VAT

 ■ Personal Taxation 
including self-assessment 

 ■ Company Taxation
 ■ Accounting software 
 ■ Capital gains tax
 ■ Audit
 ■ Business start ups
 ■ Cash flow projections
 ■ Company formations
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If you have any question and would like a free initial 
meeting the please contact either Paul Bradley or 
Penny Fletcher on 01332 293396
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Walk into most pubs and bars and ask for mead 
and you may well get puzzled looks or a shake of 
the head.  But in the last few years, maybe a decade, 
there has been a worldwide resurgence of interest in 
mead as an artisan product. 
Mead is simply honey that has been added to water and 
allowed to ferment with naturally occurring yeasts or 
added yeasts. You can add fruit, spices and herbs  or  even 
malt and hops. But the principle is that the majority of the 
alcohol is from honey sugars and the rest is from added 
real fruit. 
I started Mercian Mead in 2016, largely because of the lack 
of good meads available to buy. It is still run by just two of 
us; Company owner and Head Meadstress is me, Sandy 
Fox. My second in command, sales and customer liaison 
and also Head Meadster is Sandy McKnight. We could have 
called the business Sandy2, but decided that would take 
too much explaining.
Since we began, we have developed a range of products, 
all based on fermented honey. From Classic, which is a 
dry mead, unfamiliar to most mead drinkers but delicious, 
to Bochet which is made from caramelised honey and 
sweetened to emphasise the rich toffee notes of the 
original honey. In between these we have a range of types; 
Medium Sweet, Lemon & Ginger, Chilli and a whole range 
of seasonal fruits plus Elderflower. All of these are 12% ABV.
In addition to the 12% ‘wine-style’ meads, we have our 
amazing Braggott. A 4% ‘ale-style’ mead that is made with 
50:50 honey and malt extract and bottle conditioned. It is 
wonderfully drinkable and a perfect alternative to ale or 
light cider.
We don’t use sulphites in the fermentation and avoid 
animal-based finings, sticking to mineral options. And all 
but the braggott are guaranteed gluten-free. 
And how do you drink it? The 12% meads work well chilled, 
  ambient or piping hot. You can serve as you would a good 
    wine – 125ml or 175 ml. It’s perfectly happy with a mixer 
    such as ginger beer or a good lemonade.

Tel: 
07773 865124

Email: 
info@mercianmead.co.uk

@mercianmead

www.mercianmead.co.uk
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Why great design 
starts and ends 
with the user
As consumers, it takes a 
lot to make us part with 
our money. It’s not just 
enough for a product to 
simply look good. It needs 
to work and perform as 
we expected if not better, 
all without being over 
complicated. 
However, designers can become 
so engrossed with preconceived 
ideas of the look and feel of a 
product, they forget they will be 
used by real people. As a result, 
products come to market that 
should never see the light of day. 
Microwaves with 30 functions 
when the average person needs 
three. Or scissors that require 
another pair of scissors to cut 
open the vacuum packaging.

Human-centred design is 
the philosophy that positions 
the user at the centre of the 
creative process. Designers ask 
fundamental questions such as:

 ■ What does the user need?

 ■ What do they want to 
achieve?

 ■ How will they use it?

 ■ What are their cognitive and 
physical limitations?

Throughout all of the 
development phases, there is a 
focus on a deep understanding 
of who will be using the product 
in order to optimise the design 
for those users. Research is 

conducted via focus groups, 
questionnaires, interviews and 
observations. 

Once the concept design is 
complete, the product will be 
field tested to validate those user 
needs and requirements and to 
ensure the product is desirable, 
attractive, usable and accessible. 

Testing also helps identify 
areas for improvement and 
opportunities that previously 
may not have been thought of.

How to follow 
a human-centred 
design process
Human-centred design is 
iterative, allowing product 
design to evolve and improve 
until reaching an optimal state.  

What can happen if 
the user is ignored?
One example of user backlash is 
when Microsoft made changes 
to Windows 8? Upon removing 
the ‘Start’ button, there was a 
social media storm and outcry 
from users. After some red faces 
and backtracking it was re-
introduced for Windows 8.1. 
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UX

Telephone 07854 781 908 Email darren@uxcentric.co.uk Web uxcentric.co.uk

User 
Research

Design & 
Prototype

User
Testing

UXCENTRIC
User Experience Design & Research

INNOVATIVE & INTUITIVE HUMAN-CENTRED DESIGN

UXcentric create innovative, intuitive digital solutions across a 
wide range of sectors, specialising in automotive, rail and healthcare

Are you passionate about giving your customers & employees the best experience possible? 

Do you require expert help to create an easy to use interface?

Do you have issues with productivity & e�ciency? 

Do you use systems that have impact on safety?

Let’s UXcentric be your UX superhero

Contact us today and together we’ll create an amazing user experience

But of course, Microsoft isn’t 
alone in UX design calamities. 
Apple has been at the forefront of 
great design, yet iTunes remains 
terrible. Originally a mechanism 
to quickly download music, 
it became a monster and was 
clearly designed around a 
business model rather than 
the needs of the user.

Measuring success 
of Human-Centred 
Design
 When evaluating a product, 
it’s important to consider if 
user requirements are met, the 
product is intuitive and usable, 
and whether it evokes positive 
emotive responses such as user 
satisfaction and delight.

In some cases, it might also be 
an opportunity to observe if 
there are any potential adverse 
effects on the user’s safety 

or well-being in a controlled 
environment.

Criteria for success will vary 
depending on the product and 
its intended context for use. Core 
to whether a product will be 
successful is its ‘usability’ which 
include factors such as whether 
it’s learnable, memorable, 
effective and efficient. 

Yes it’s worth it!
 There are undoubted benefits 
of working to a robust Human-
Centred Design:

 ■ Products will be easier to operate 
for users who will encounter with 
fewer errors and have an easier 
learning curve

 ■ Users will experience greater 
satisfaction and more trust in 
the product

 ■ Development costs will 
decrease with late change 
reduced

 ■ Customer retention and 
loyalty will strengthen

 ■ Brand credibility will improve 
and sales will increase

 Working directly with real 
users will aid design of the best 
possible customer experiences 
but it’s not always easy. 
Interpretation of test data can 
be an arduous process.

Participants can be notoriously 
ambiguous and are affected by 
fatigue and general emotional 
state. Furthermore, individual 
differences can produce 
conflicting results.

Nonetheless, it is worth the 
journey. While it takes time, 
energy and money to engage 
test groups and seek users’ 
opinions, ignoring them or 
not obtaining them in the 
first place will be far more 
detrimental to a product and 
its future evolution. 
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Forever Crystal is a locally based 
engraver of crystal glassware and 
a premium giftware supplier. We 
specialise in the personalisation of 
a wide range of decanters, whisky 
tumblers, stemware, tankards and 
vases. Many pieces can be combined 
with our exclusive handcrafted slate, 
oak and walnut products to create 
a unique birthday, graduation or 
wedding present, or business gift in 
recognition of a retirement or long 
service award. 
We all lead busy 
lives and often gift 
shopping is left to 
the very last minute 
… says a man from 
personal experience. 
I’m not alone, that’s 
why we offer a fast 
24-hour turnaround 
with most products 
engraved, 
dispatched and 

delivered next day. Fast is not always 
fast enough for everyone. One 
‘potential’ customer enquired if we 
could engrave and deliver a decanter 
to him in London that very same day. 
Offering gift personalisation, we 
are often asked to engrave some 
very humorous personal messages, 
and occasionally some rather saucy 
sentiments. One recent whisky glass 
engraving read “Sadly you didn’t 
mature well with age”. As Father’s 
Day approaches on 20th June, the 

word ‘grumpy’ seems to be a 
popular term of endearment 
for this occasion. For these 
special occasions we believe 
premium presentation of the 
gift is important. Most products 
are available in high quality 
presentation gift boxes ready for 
giving. Optional gift-wrapping is 
also available with delivery direct 
to the recipient if required.
With products available to suit 

most budgets, we have developed 
loyal business relationships which 
include Babcock, BAe, the RNLI, 
police, government and military 
regiments. Engraving business logos, 
military crests and sports club badges 
all feature in a typical day’s work.

Forever Crystal is an online business 
offering all the advantages and 
convenience of 24x7 gift shopping. 
Myself and my colleagues are also 
available on the telephone, providing 
product advice, assisting customers to 
choose the right gift, and supporting 
those with specific engraving 
requirements. Many of our long-term 
relationships began with a telephone 
call, and those customers return again 

Personalised gifts...
Forever Crystal has 
it all wrapped up!

Premium business 
gifts for retirement 
and long service.

Father’s Day ‘drinking’ gifts.

Gifts for bride 
& groom, 
bridesmaid 
and best man.
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and again, preferring 
to speak with us personally. 
It’s not so difficult for an online 
business to provide first class 
customer care. 
Taking a step back, the Forever 
Crystal story actually began 
back in 1994 when I first met 
my Slovakian wife to be, Eva, 
who was studying in the UK.  
When Eva returned to Slovakia 
to complete her university 
degree, we began to exchange 
weekly letters. I’m so pleased 
that emails and text messages 
didn’t exist in those days, as to 
anticipate and receive a letter is 
so much more exciting. 
In 1997, we married in the lovely Eastern 
Slovak city of Kosice, a wedding full 
of music, dancing, food and merriment, 
and fascinating Slovak customs. I will 
never forget our arrival at the reception 
venue. We were greeted by our 
jolly host who proposed a wedding 
toast, a small piece of bread, washed 
down with a glass of champagne, 
and a pinch of salt thrown over the 
shoulder for good luck. We handed 
back the champagne flutes and to my 
amazement, she then dropped the 
glasses on the floor. 
As if planned, a broom and dustpan were 
presented to us whilst our expectant 
guests keenly observed this tradition 
of the bride and groom co-operating on 
a simple household chore. Eva often 
reminds me of this simple act when I’ve 
made a mess or not tidied things away. 

Our guests weren’t minded to make 
our task easier either, as fragments 
of glass were gleefully kicked around 
the reception hall. Clearly health and 
safety wasn’t one of the key priorities 
of the day. What fun and it’s so nice to 
know that these traditions still continue 
up to this day in Slovakia.
I could say that was the start of my 
involvement with glass, not breaking 
it I hasten to add, but our wedding 
gifts included many pieces of Slovak 
and Czech Bohemia Crystal bearing 
intricately decorated hand-cut designs. 
During the next few years I noticed the 
emergence of some contemporary 

designs being cut into crystal glassware 
which featured swirls, spirals and 
even polka dots. By 2006, the seed 
for a business which would grow into 
Forever Crystal had been sown.
Uttoxeter Racecourse was the venue 
for our first foray into glassware 
retailing and a good choice it was 
too. As we quickly discovered, there’s 
nothing like a winning bet, and a little 
drink to help lubricate the wallet of a 
successful punter. Emboldened by our 
success, a website was commissioned 
and now some 15 years later our 
personalised glassware is shipped 
widely across the UK and farther afield.

Tel: 01773 820 287
Email: info@forevercrystal.co.uk

www.forevercrystal.co.uk
forevercrystal.co.uk

Gifts for bride & groom, bridesmaid and best man.Let the summer be Gin!

Diamante collection vases decorated with 
Swarovosvki Elements

Commemorative and 
achievement awards 
engraved with a 
crest or logo.
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Looking back at Derbyshire 
politics and gentry who made 
honorary freeman in the county 
of Derby – Part 2
From a time in Derbyshire, when all freemen weren’t “faggots” but 
all faggots were freemen. Creating Freemen, using the 40/- County 
Qualification had been used previously by Tory and Liberal sponsors 
to change outcomes in general elections and Derby Corporation had 
applied to the agent of his Grace the Duke of Devonshire for lists 
of his tenants to be appointed freemen. Those freemen were then 
eligible to vote in local and general elections:

Daniel Coke visited Joseph Wright, the Derby 
Artist in Italy in 1773 and 1774. He died a 
lifelong bachelor in Derby in 1825 and there 
is a monument to him in Derby Cathedral.
His family was from Trusley, South 
Derbyshire. He was educated at Derby 
School and after university at Oxford. 
Graduating with a BA and an MA, he 
qualified in law at Lincoln’s Inn, London 
and became a barrister. From 1776 to 
1780 Coke was a Member of Parliament 
for Derby then from 1780 to 1812 for 
Nottingham.
From 1793, Coke openly supported the 
British government’s policy on war 
with France. He lost his seat in the 
1802 general election because he was 
unpopular in Nottingham due to his 
support for the war, blamed for high food 
prices.  Coke lost to Dr. Joseph Birch of 
Preston. He petitioned against the result 
and in May 1803 won the new election. 
He fought Birch successfully the next 
election in 1806.
After he retired from parliament, Coke 
remained as chairman of the Derbyshire 
quarter sessions until 1818.
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A Commissioners Report 
in 1858 said that in 1806 
the Corporation of Derby 
consisted of persons all 
having one opinion on 
political subjects.  In 1806, 
124 honorary freemen were 
made and sworn; in 1819, 132 
were admitted and sworn. 
It was stated that whenever 
the corporation thought 

the number of freemen in 
their interest was “getting 
low,” the Mayor or some 
other influential member of 
the corporation applied to 
the agent of the Cavendish 
family, and requested a list 
of the names of the persons 
to be admitted as honorary 
freemen. Almost all the 
freemen listed were tenants 

of his Grace the Duke of 
Devonshire. Without this 
creation of freemen, it was 
said that the corporation 
“could not have kept the 
Tories quiet.”
From the year 1818 the 
corporation claimed that no 
obligations had been made 
to the Cavendish family. 
Also that before the Reform 
Bill was passed in 1832; 
there was no contest for the 
representation of Derby in 
Parliament.
The above statement doesn’t 
quite stack up as Lord Belper; 
Edward Strutt was MP for 
Derby from 1830 until 1848 
when he was unseated on 
petition. Albeit he was a 
member of the Liberal party, 
whereas the Duke’s political 
alliance was Tory.
Strutt was the only son of 
William Strutt of St. Helen’s 
House and the grandson 
of Jedediah Strutt and his 
mother Barbara, was the 
daughter of Thomas Evans 
who started the cotton mill 
at Darley Abbey.
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These articles from the Derby Mercury 19 Jan 
1853 and the Sheffield Independent 22 May, 1880, 
both smack of the “pot calling the kettle black.”
The Tory sponsors like his Grace the Duke of 
Devonshire, were first off the mark to assist 
their politically loyal tenants to become freemen 
and voters.
Then the Whigs and Liberals used the same 
instrument to create honorary freemen voters, 
post the 1832 Reform Act.
Nowadays we are all “free-people” and men and 
women over the age of eighteen years can vote. 
So no more freeman-faggot voters are necessary.
It is odd, the way word meanings change over 
time and “faggot” has another very meaning 
nowadays; minced offal mixed with breadcrumbs 
etc. 
Back in the 16th to 19th centuries, parent’s hearts 
surely swelled with pride to learn their son was 
a “faggot.”

Looking back at Derbyshire politics and gentry who made honorary freeman  |  71
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Inn Focus: 
Cock Inn, Muggington
Our photographs show the truly remarkable transformation of 
the Cock Inn, Muggington, from dereliction to ultra-smart bar 
and eatery. Ten years of neglect and decay had clearly taken 
its toll on the pub but it’s reopening in November 2016 was met 
with universal laudation.

First, though, a little history. Back 
in the 18th and 19th centuries the 
Cock Horse Inn was on a turnpike 
section of Bullhurst Hill which was a 
section of the main route between 
London and Manchester via Derby. 
The steep gradient necessitated 

extra horsepower so strong “Cock 
Horses” were hired and stabled 
here. The site had a duality of 
purpose, being a toll bar as well as 
an inn, and the stables housing the 
strong horses were demolished 
in the 1960s. The Cock was once 

a purveyor of Derby Offiler’s ales, 
and became a freehouse in the 
1970s, but not one that today’s 
CAMRA member would recognise 
as atop the bar were a cluster of 
colourful plastic boxes dispensing 
myriad keg beers, many mercifully 
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consigned to history. In the 1990s, 
it built an enviable reputation for 
good quality food accompanied 
by real ale but the premises 
gradually fell into decline, finally 
closing in 2006. 
Berkeley Inns, who have a 
small chain of local, revitalised 
establishments, acquired the 
forlorn looking building, and 
instigated an imaginative, 
comprehensive overhaul which 
included a huge extension with 
a south facing, glazed gable 
end that has far reaching views 
over the countryside towards 
distant Derby. A quarry tiled floor, 
representing the last vestige of 
the original inn, in the bar area, 

has been revealed after carpets 
were ripped up. Since reopening 
in 2016, the site has continued to 
be developed commensurate with 
burgeoning patronage and The 
Cock was declared county winner 
in the National Pub and Bar Awards 
2018. An innovative culinary menu 
has attracted custom from far 
and wide, and a unique feature 
here are the garden rooms which 
make for private al fresco dining. 
These have proved so popular 
that in July, reservations were full 
until November. Inside the Cock, 
there is a choice of the following 
hand-pulled beers: Thornbridge 
Jaipur, Taylor’s Landlord, Marston’s 
Pedigree, and a house beer 

brewed by Greene King, Berkeley 
IPA. During lockdown, the inn 
innovated by opening the “village 
store” which sold fresh produce 
and a wide variety of meals.
The Cock Inn is situated near the 
top of the long hill up from Weston 
Underwood and today it’s served 
not by Cock Horses but by the 
114 bus between Ashbourne and 
Derby!  There’s a quiz night every 
Sunday from 8.00pm so if you’re 
out this way you can see a pub that 
has really risen phoenix-like from 
the ashes.

Paul Gibson
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CONTACT US
Wirksworth Heritage Centre 

31 St John Street 
Wirksworth 

Matlock 
DE4 4DS

E. info@wirksworthheritagecentre.org 
T. 01629 707000

For current details of opening and events, please visit 
wirksworthheritage.co.uk and our Facebook page

Wirksworth Heritage Centre – 
Rhinos, Romans and Revival

The small market town of 
Wirksworth, nestling at the 
head of the Ecclesbourne 
valley on the edge of the 
Peak national park, is a 
place of constant surprises 
and wonder.

Its new Heritage Centre, backed by 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund, 
has created a brand museum, shop, 
café and Education and activities 
space on the town’s main St John 
Street. In the words of writer and 
broadcaster Matthew Parris, who 
opened the Centre in April 2019, 
‘I was astonished at how much 

- Tardis-like - it has to offer. As a 
cultural centre and place to meet, 
it’s so much more than many towns 
of Wirksworth’s size can boast’. 
Matthew re opened the museum 
on May 17th this year, ‘I love coming 
here’ he says.

Dating back to the 1600s, the 
building served as a curriers in the 
18th century, before becoming 
in the mid 1800s the home and 
workplace for the Webster dynasty 
of builders and decorators until the 
late 1980s. The new award winning 
exhibitions explore various aspects of 

Wirksworth’s rich 
history; the old 
industries of lead 
mining, limestone 
quarrying and 

textiles, as well as the lives of the 
people of the town.  It’s clearly a 
‘must visit’ now pandemic conditions 
allow, and in the meantime, 
the dedicated team of staff and 
volunteers are running a range of 
historic and arts events on line at 
wirksworthheritage.co.uk.

As well as scattered fragments of Roman life, 
Wirksworth was scene of the discovery in 1822 
of the complete fossilised skeleton of a woolly 
rhino. This story forms part of the permanent 
exhibitions, but some of the actual bones will 
also feature in a forthcoming special exhibition.

With the decline in traditional industries, 
Wirksworth slipped into a timewarp, allowing 
many older buildings to stand, while they 
gently decayed.

Stonemasons at Middleton-by-Wirksworth 
around 1930. The town and its surrounding 
villages were characterised by heavy manual 
trades and farming, but it was also home 
to the production of the world-famous ‘red 
tape’ and Marsden’s amazing emporium of 
ironmongery and tin implements.

The T’owd man image 
of a medieval lead 
miner, set into the wall 
of St Mary’s church, has 
now become an icon of 
the Wirksworth area.

A visit to Wirksworth isn’t complete without 
exploring the narrow streets and alleys, the 
pattern of which dates back to the middle 
ages, a time when the town was possibly the 
county’s second town.

The Heritage Centre and Webster’s café are on 
the corner of St John St and the ancient St Mary’s 
Gate. (Courtesy of Caroline Bridges photography)



Thomas and Kelly, in July 2020, 
founded TKL Motion Pictures. 
We’re a professional 
Videography Company based 
in Loughborough, offering 
packages for weddings, 
corporate events, Live 
streaming, aerial mapping 
and industrial site surveys. 
The use of drone aerial footage 
gives the advantage to gain the 
extra shots and views needed 
to create a spectacular 
video, capturing the most 
engaging and precious 
moments on film.
We are storytellers at heart and 
focus on capturing the look and 
feel of your event or location. From 
charming candid shots to more 
traditional scenes, we will create a 
video that stands the test of time.
We will work with you from concept 
to final edit, taking on all aspects 
of production and delivering HD or 
4k as required.

Thomas 
Bennett
My background is 
in manufacturing; 
however, I have 
recently started 

a new venture with my businesses. 

Videography has and is a passion 
of mine, so when I purchased my 
drone, I had to make good use of 
it. In July 2020, I decided to invest 
in myself and get official training 
piloting my drone for commercial 
use; I am now a fully CAA approved 
drone pilot. 

I knew that there was a gap 
in the market for this kind of 
work for weddings, real estate, 
and corporate and industrial 
requirements.

The whole process is enjoyable, 
from the filming to the editing 
afterwards. I enjoy making films 
and seeing peoples reactions to 
the finished product.

Getting the drone footage helps 
capture the beautiful landscapes 
and venues, setting the scene 
and producing a video from 
every angle. We like to ensure 
a relaxed atmosphere when 
filming weddings, especially when 
working up close and personal 
with cast members or Bridal 
parties and guests, blending 
in with the crowd so that every 
special moment captured without 
it forced or intrusive. Our footage 
is then edited into a cinematic 
video set to music, creating 
the ultimate package and a 
memorable keepsake to treasure.

Your local Videographer 
and Film Producer

Part of Tom Kelly Group Ltd.
Thomas Kelly Developments Ltd.

Whether you need a corporate video, a promotional video 
or even something fun, we can help. Information on our website 
www.TKLMotionPictures.co.uk, or you can call us on 
0800 699 0656, and we will be more than happy to help. 


